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Go With the Flow
by JOSH RITTENBERRY

In 2008 two operations joined forces in west central
Indiana to form a family aerial application business
that is still thriving today.

Tyler and Karen Rice are the owners and operators of
Bi-State Air in Veedersburg, Indiana. The couple
established the business 17 years ago and partnered
with Tyler’s dad, Bill Rice, who had operated Bi-State
Helicopters since 1980.

“I started learning the ins and outs of operating an
aerial application business working and helping my dad, and I have been doing that ever
since,” Tyler recalls.

Bill Rice was a helicopter pilot from the start, flying ag since 1977 and working for various
applicators, building time and experience until 1980 when he decided to start his own
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business, Bi-State Helicopters, which evolved over the years from helicopters to fixed-wing
airplanes.

Sadly, Bill Rice passed away from cancer in 2016, but his family continued the tradition of
aerial application and has continued to grow its customer base each year.

Bi-State Air began with four employees in their
ranks, but today they employ as many as a dozen
during their peak season. 

“We have great seasonable help,” Tyler says. “Our
customers request them and look forward to the
great work they do. We work hard all day and end
each day with a home-cooked meal that Karen
makes, and then spend quality time with our entire
crew. We review the next day’s obligations, joke
about the day at hand, and have a little fun mixed
in when we can. Everyone who works here is
important to us and is part of our Bi-State
family. From our load crew to our pilots, our
maintenance staff and office personnel, each
person does their part to the best of their ability

and it keeps the wheels turning each day. We get asked a lot about how you can live and
work with your family, but we don’t know any other way – it just works for us.”

In addition to aerial application,
the Rice Family owns a small
amount of their own farm
ground, and they even pitch in
to help other area farmers plant
and harvest corn and soybeans.

As Tyler mentions, family is the
force that keeps Bi-State Air
functioning and moving
forward. Not just blood family,
but work family is just as
valuable to them.

“We operate our flying service as
a family with a family dynamic
at the heart of it. Our longest employee has been flying for us since our very first airplane
was purchased. He spends every season with us working and even living in our home. My
wife, Karen, is our office manager, which she has done from the beginning. A few months
after we got married, my dad simply asked her, 'Do you know how to use a computer?' And
that’s where it began.”

Tyler and Karen’s son Dylan is also deeply
involved in aviation. He is a private pilot
working on advanced ratings who is also
the company’s chief mechanic along with
owning his own maintenance business
which keeps him busy in the cold months.

“Our son started helping out around the
airport as soon as he was able. His first
job was to grease the tailwheels at the end
of the day. He then started following our
mechanic around every moment he could,
and the rest is history.”

Dylan’s girlfriend has also been drawn into the fold, assisting Karen in the office and



working as their digital creator. 

Tyler spends his days keeping the business operational, taking care of all the chemical
inventory, making sure employees are taken care of, staging the various locations they fly
from, and all the mundane details of a business that keep them operating but are necessary
to its success.

“I don’t know another life. I grew up in this industry, my wife came into it with open arms,
and we’ve raised our son in it. I hope we can continue for generations to come.”

A great deal has changed in the aerial application industry since Bi-State Air flung its doors
open for business, most of all technology. 

“Innovation, technology, and professionalism are at the forefront of our industry. Even
since 2008, the amount of technology that has changed and upgraded is amazing, and it
continues to grow. It evolves with each year and with each generation that gets involved in
the industry.”

Despite changes and seasonal uncertainty, Tyler Rice and the rest of the Bi-State Air family
takes everything in stride. “Just go with the flow. This industry is full of challenges, so take
each day as its own, do your very best, and start fresh the next day.”



ATTENTION
When calling us, please use our local
area phone number 573-359-0500.

Turbine Thrush 510P2



Do you want a chance to test fly the all-new Turbine Thrush 510P2? If you live in the Mid-South area,
contact us to arrange a stop on the 2025 Thrush Tour. Or if you find yourself in the Missouri Bootheel, you
can drop by our home office in Hayti, Missouri or our spray headquarters in Earle, Arkansas and take this
exceptional piece of machinery for a flight before you add it to your operation.

The 510P2 is equipped with the new Satloc Falcon GPS, IF3 flow control, Reabe Electric Hopper
Packer, Reabe Electric Smart Gate, and Reabe Hopper Quantity Gauge.

Don’t miss this chance to fly the new 510P2!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Please join us in congratulating Regina Rhodes on her
promotion to Manager of the Parts Department. Regina
has been a dedicated and loyal member of the Mid-
Continent family for more than 25 years, handing
customer billing, accounts receivables, scheduling freight
shipments, international imports and exports, and
maintaining parts inventory pricing.

Dennis Davis, who will celebrate 30 years of service at
Mid-Continent later this year, has decided to take a step
back in duties, but is still eager to serve you as a member
of our Parts Department.



Order your new 2025
510P2, 510P2+ or 710P Turbine Thrush!

AVAILABLE NOW!

1994 Freightliner

3,800 Gallon Stainless Steel Water Tank and
1000-1250 Fuel Tank. Runs and Shifts Great.



AIRCRAFT INVENTORY

2021 THRUSH 510P2+
N912MC

1,670 A/F TT, 867 HP, MVP50,
G4 & FC, Reabe Gate (Electric),
Load Hawk, VGs, Hopper Rinse,
Smoker, Electric Brake, Leading

Edge Lights, Reabe Hopper
Gauge, SS Booms, CPII Nozzles,

Side Load Fuel

2025 THRUSH 510P2
N877MC

NEW, Smoker, Leading Edge
Armor

2005 AIR TRACTOR AT-402B
N402BT

5,466.4 A/F TT, 5,444.4 TT
Engine, 680 HP, Shading Digital

Fuel System, Smoker, Nose
Lights, Nav Lights w/ Strobes,

A/C & Heat, 5 Blade Fan & Pump

1964 CESSNA 172/180
CONVERSION

N7834U
5499.15 A/F TT, 624 SMOH,
Bush Stol Kit, Flap gap seals,
AVCOM Lycoming 180 HP
Engine Conversion, Grime
Strobe, Flasing Tail Beacon,
Vertical Card Compass, Landing
& Taxi Lights, Pilot and Co-Pilot
Articulating Seats, Narco MK 12
D Nav/Com, Narco AT-150
Transponder and Encoder, Two-
Place Intercom, Garmin 560 GPS

More Info

2025 THRUSH 510P2
N626MC

NEW, Leading Edge Lights,
Smoker, Leading Edge Armor

2019 THRUSH S2R-T660
N5119C

1771.59 A/F TT, 1,350 HP,
Falcon GPS/Flow Control, Reabe
Hopper Quantity Spray Boom
Pressure, Aire Repair Fast Start,
Transland 7.5 Reabe Electric
Gate, Kawak Throttle Quadrant,
New Battery Plate Assembly,
Load Hawg, Garmin G5 Flight
Instrument, Garmin GTR-225
Comm, Garmin GTX345 TXP

More Info

 

2012 AIR TRACTOR AT-402B
N402Z

4,602.3 A/F TT, 4,602.3 TT
Engine, 750 HP, Smoker, Bottom
Load Fuel, Bantam w/ Intelliflow,

Nav Lights & Strobe, Garmin

2011 THRUSH S2R-T34
N7005B

6707.04 A/F TT, 750 HP, MVP-
50T, Cascade Inlet, Aero LED
Lights, Compro-Smoker, Vortex
Generators, Single Point Fuel,

1953 BEECHCRAFT T34
MENTOR
N234TU

7890 A/F TT, 996 TSMOH, King
KMA 24 Audio Panel w/ Markers,
Garmin GNC 250XL GPS/COM,

https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/225588879/1964-cessna-172-slash-180-conversion-piston-single-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/236372677/2019-thrush-s2r-t660-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383


Comm, Garmin TXP, Garmin
Audio Panel, Nose Lights, AC &

Heat, 4 Bladed Pump,
Windshield Wiper & Washer

Hemisphere GPS Bantam, Load
Hawk, Intelliflow, Custom CK-
AG-51 Battery Kit

More Info

King 155 Nav Com, Glid Slope,
Garmin G-5, Garmin GTX335
Transponder, Garmin GTX335
ADSB-Out, Garmin 660 Panel
Mounted GPS, Typical Military
Tandum Seating w/ Shoulder
Harness and Lap Belts

More Info

2025 THRUSH 510P2
N359MC

NEW, Dual Cockpit

More Info

1976 PIPER PAWNEE
N312MM

6,067 A/F TT, Lycoming 0-540-
132C5, 9,335.48 TTE, 540.0
TSMOS, Salto Lite Star 3 Boom,
CP-3 Nozzle

More Info

2022 THRUSH S2R-T660
N710NW

Duel Cockpit/Single Control,
Single Point Fuel, MVP-50T, A/C
& Heat, Garmin G5, 3-inch Side
Load System, 2-inch Spray
System, Streamlined Aluminum
Booms, Hopper Rinse System,
HSBO Half Boom Shut
Off/RBSO, GTX-327 w/ GDL82
(ADS-B Out), GTR 225, Large
Lane Brake, 6 Blade Fans, CP-
11 TT Nozzles, K10-65P1 AFS
Check Valves, CP-06 Swivel
Night Working Lights & Taxi,
Leading Edge Lights, Smoker,
Reabe Hopper Gauge, Aglaser
Altimeter, Transland Spreader,
LAD Valve Dry Brake, SS Steps,
Fast Start, Tinted Windows, USB
Charge Point, Move Hopper
Rinse Fill, Cascade Pressure
Cowl

More Info

2023 THRUSH S2R-T660
N2427C

696 A/F TT, Duel Cockpit w/Seat,
Hopper Rinse, Leading Edge
Lights, 7.5" Electrical Gate,

Reabe Hopper Packer, Level
Indicator, Smoker, Lane

Electrical Brake, Kayak Throttle
Quadrant, Falcon Satlock, Radio-

Parr-200 Com, Garmin G-5
Attitude Indicator, Smoker, CP-
11 Nozzles, Intelliflow, Bottom
Load Fuel, Spreader, Garmin-

2021 THRUSH S2R-T660
N701NW

1,439 A/F TT, AG Pilot X GPS,
AG Laser Altimeter, CP11
Nozzles, Lane Brake and Fan,
Stainless Steps, AFS CHeck
Valves, Fast Start, Garmin
Comm Radio, AFS Booms,
Reabe Hopper Gauge, Garmin
Transponder, ADS-B Out,
Swathmaster Spreader

More Info

1972 CESSNA A188B
N21673

5648.8 A/F TT, 285 HP
Continental, 3825.3 TT, 1003.6
TT STOH, 1226.3 SMOH, 1069.4
SNEW Hartzell 3-Blade Prop,
Garmin Comm, Garmin TXP,
Boom Pump 3 Blade, Airframes
Bolt-On Anti-Shimmy Dampener,
Monarch Fuel Caps, AD 2009-
19-07 & SB-MSB09-1A, C/W 8-
24-2009, Replaced All 6 Cylinder
Assemblies With New Parts

https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/237641757/2011-thrush-s2r-t34-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/212956807/boeing-slash-stearman-a75-n1-piston-military-aircraft?locationid=350004349408&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/243276935/2025-thrush-510p2-plus-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/232888755/1976-piper-pawnee-piston-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/235768445/2022-thrush-s2r-t660-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/235768733/2021-thrush-s2r-t660-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383


3325, Transponder with ADS-B
Out

Installed 8-24-2009.

APRIL

April 9
JOEL BRADLEY TAYLOR

Spray Division

April 13
LISA CURTIS

Insurance

April 19
HEATHER RIGGS

Insurance

April 23
CHRIS COBB

President

April 26
TANNER COBB

Insurance

April 27
SHANNON GUIDRY

Insurance

MAY



May 5
MARC DAVID

Spray Division

May 23
LUBOS HRDINA

Maintenance

May 30
LOGAN FAULKNER
Shipping/Receiving

FULL SERVICE
MAINTENANCE CENTER

Airframe
Turbine Engine
Modifications
Line Services
Paint
Extensive Variety of Aircraft Parts

Learn More

Call 573-359-0500

http://midcont.com/maintenance.htm


CONTACT US
573-359-0500

SALES

PARTS

INSURANCE

MAINTENANCE

CHRIS COBB, Co-Owner

DENNIE STOKES, Co-Owner

JOSH RITTENBERRY, Insurance Manager

HEATHER RIGGS, Insurance Asst. Manager

STAN HUNTER, Aircraft Sales

DANNY HELMS, Aircraft Sales

CHRIS PATTERSON, GPS Sales/Service

TOM RUSSELL, Dir. of Maintenance

REGINA RHODES, Parts Manager

FOUNDED BY RICHARD "DICK" READE

OUR MISSION: TO KEEP YOU FLYING
Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader in
Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services that
exceed our customers’ expectations. We are committed to
the advancement of general and agricultural aviation
technology.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow with
your business and provide the tools you need to be a
success.

Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. is located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Tennessee. Although Hayti is not
the geographical center of our nation, Mid-Continent is the
center for all ag aviation needs. With excellent daily truck
freight lines, air freight, Federal Express, and UPS delivery
capability, MID-CONTINENT has and will continue to cover
the world.

Mid-Continent Aircraft | 1601 East Highway 84 | Hayti, MO 63851 US
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