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30 Years of Service
​by Josh Rittenberry

On October 13 our own Laurie Curtis will celebrate an impressive milestone: 30 years of
loyal and dedicated service to Mid-Continent. To honor Laurie and this special
achievement, we are proud to re-run our August 2022 article featuring Laurie and all of
her successes.

Although Laurie Curtis is one of the backbones of Mid-
Continent, she and her accomplishments are rarely seen
or heard.  Unlike her co-workers, few of you have the
good fortune of knowing Laurie, so let me introduce you
to this unsung hero of ours.

Laurie was raised in Caruthersville, Missouri, just a few
short miles from our base in Hayti.  The second youngest
of ten children, the Tillman household was rough and
tumble, and also devoutly Catholic, whether they liked it
or not.  Mrs. Tillman made certain of that.

Just a few years removed from high school, Laurie first
came to Mid-Continent in 1986 landing in the accounting
department.  But after a short time, she left to pursue an
opportunity with a local CPA.  With an offer from Larry
Cookemboo, Laurie returned to Mid-Continent soon after
to assist him in the parts and maintenance
departments.  More changes occurred within the
company and Laurie found herself back in
accounting.  She had come full circle and has never
looked back.

In Laurie’s absence had come the arrival of new treasurer
and CFO Chris Cobb.  Her return meant that she and

Chris would be working closely with one another.  As it turned out, the pair were no
strangers; both had been raised together in the same neighborhood for most of their
childhood.

“Working with Chris on a daily basis is like working with a brother,” Laurie says.

Among Laurie’s critically important duties are
accounts receivable, accounts payable, and
managing payrolls from our location as well as
three satellite locations.  In addition, Laurie is a
corporate officer and essentially a walking-talking
human resources department, not to mention a
reliable listener, good friend, and one of the best

https://anytime.anddone.com/#/midcontinentaircraft
https://www.instagram.com/midcontinentaircraftcorp/
https://www.thrushaircraft.com/en


cooks this side of the Mississippi.  More than a few
of her co-workers owe the start of their careers at
Mid-Continent to Laurie and her recommendation,
including this grateful writer.

When asked about the key to her long tenure, Laurie
credits the friendship of Chris Cobb as well as the
influence of Dick Reade, whom Laurie says took her
under his wing, like he did for so many.  The two
became so close that Mr. Reade chose Laurie as his
“best man” at his 2018 wedding to wife Linda.

Laurie has been married to devoted husband Kevin
Curtis for 33 years.  Together they share three children,
two granddaughters, and six grandsons, all of which are
the light of their lives.

“Most people head off to work dreading it, and that is
something that I don’t do because when you are happy

with what you do, that’s nothing to dread.  I love all of my co-workers and they really have
become family to me.”



We are excited to offer a faster and more convenient way to pay. With our new online
payment portal, insurance clients can pay their policy premiums via ACH ($5 fee) or credit
card (3.19% fee) instantly from the comfort of their computer, cell phone, or tablet. This
payment option is limited to insurance premiums only. If you have any questions, please
feel free to reach out to our insurance team for assistance.

Are you looking for an insurance agency that
is LARGE ENOUGH to deliver sophisticated and
quality service, yet still DEDICATED to providing a
caring and personalized connection with your best

interest at heart?  

Contact us at 800-325-0885 for any and all of your
aviation insurance needs.

Learn More

https://www.midcont.net/insurance.htm


Mid-Continent Insurance Division
Now Licensed To Provide Pilot Life & Health Insurance

Mark your calendars and look for us at upcoming events!





2004 FREIGHTLINER
BELTVEYOR LOAD TRUCK



800 Gal Fuel Tank
Engine Driven Hydraulic Pump

Hopper scales
Tarp

2005 International Durastar 4300

Automatic Allison
DT 466

All stainless
Foldover

900 gallon fuel
Agrotane tank

Chain drive
Hydraulic fuel w/ hose reel



Order your new 2023
510P, 510P2, 510P2+ or 710P Turbine Thrush!

AVAILABLE NOW!

1994 Freightliner

3,800 Gallon Stainless Steel Water Tank and
1000-1250 Fuel Tank. Runs and Shifts Great.

AIRCRAFT INVENTORY
 

2023 THRUSH 510P2

AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY
​NOW!

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION



1999 AIR TRACTOR
AT-402B
N51967

8619.3 A/F TT, 9621.3 ENGINE
TT, 3121.3 Since Light OH,
Satloc Bantam w/ G4 Screen,
Flow Control, A/C, Heat, Garmin
G5 Attitude Monitor, Smoker, CP
III Nozzles, Transland 10 Vane,
Lane Electric Fan Brake, Hopper
Rinse Tank

More info

2010 Dream Tundra,
N523MM   

90.0 A/F TT, Aerosport IO375
210 HP, PMA-8000B Switching
Panel with 4 Place Intercom and
Three Light Markers, Garmin SL-
40 Com, Garmin 430 GPS,
Garmin GTX-330 Transponder,
Garmin 496 GPS (Panel
Mounted),
Digiflight II Autopilot w/ Altitude
Hold, PFD/MFD

More Info

1938 BOEING STEARMAN
A75 N1
N54284

6,080.7 A/F TT, 520.4 TSMOH,
450 HP, Garmin SL-40 Com, PS
Engineering PM-1200, Oilomatic
Preoiler, Airwold Remote Oil
Filter Smoker, Speed Ring, 46
Gal Fuel, Redline Brakes,
Garmin GDL 82 ADSB-Out

More Info

1974 CESSNA 150
N3011V

5,470 A/F TT, 2,100 SMOH,
Continental 0200A, Cessna
MX300 Nav/Com, Narco AT-50
Transponder w/Encoder, Two-
Place Intercom, Spin On Oil
Filter, Brackett Air Filter, Auto
Gas STC, Nice Pain

More Info

1981 CESSNA A185F
N61955 

7,300 A/F TT, 770 SFRM,
Continental IO520, 285 HP,
Audio Panel w/ 3 Light Markers,
Garmin 430 WAAS, Garmin 255
Com, Garmin GTX 345 w/ ADSM
In and Out, Glide Slope,
Stormscope, S-TEC-50 Auto Pilot
with Altitude Hold, Rosen Sun
Visors, VG Kit, Horton STOL Kit,
Float Kit, Cessna Turbo Vents for
Cabin Cooling, Backup Altimeter,
Backup Artificial Horizon

More Info

2013 THRUSH S2R-H80
N3046N

3,600 A/F TT, 800 HP, Load
Hawg, VGs, Bottom Fuel/Dual
Load, Intelliflow with Smart
Pump, Leading Edge Lights,
Stainless Steel Booms, Hopper
Rinse, Bantam, Smoker,
Spreader with Kicker Plate, CPs,
MVP 50T Glass Panel

More info

https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/227047379/1999-air-tractor-at-402b-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/199293365/2010-dream-aircraft-tundra-experimental-slash-homebuilt-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/212956807/boeing-slash-stearman-a75-n1-piston-military-aircraft?locationid=350004349408&settingscrmid=4575383
http://0.1.17.35/1981-cessna-a185f-piston-single-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
http://0.1.17.35/1981-cessna-a185f-piston-single-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/25774707/2013-thrush-s2r-h80-turbine-agricultural-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383


GREG STOKES
Pilot

October 22

TERRY McCLANAHAN
Spray Division
​October 29

FULL SERVICE
MAINTENANCE CENTER

Airframe
Turbine Engine
Modifications
Line Services
Paint
Extensive Variety of Aircraft Parts

Learn More

http://midcont.com/maintenance.htm


Call 573-359-0500 • 800-325-0885

CONTACT US
573-359-0500 • 800-325-0885

SALES

PARTS

INSURANCE

MAINTENANCE

CHRIS COBB, Co-Owner

DENNIE STOKES, Co-Owner

STAN HUNTER, Aircraft Sales

DANNY HELMS, Aircraft Sales

CHRIS PATTERSON, GPS Sales/Service

JOE RISNER, Dir. of Maintenance

FOUNDED BY RICHARD "DICK" READE

OUR MISSION: TO KEEP YOU FLYING
Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader in
Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services that
exceed our customers’ expectations. We are committed to
the advancement of general and agricultural aviation
technology.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow with
your business and provide the tools you need to be a
success.

Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. is located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Tennessee. Although Hayti is not
the geographical center of our nation, Mid-Continent is the
center for all ag aviation needs. With excellent daily truck
freight lines, air freight, Federal Express, and UPS delivery
capability, MID-CONTINENT has and will continue to cover
the world.

Mid-Continent Aircraft | 1601 East Highway 84, Hayti, MO 63851
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