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Monkey Business
​by Josh Rittenberry

Jason Robinson’s life has been deeply rooted in ag
aviation from the start, all the way back to when his dad
would babysit him in the cockpit of an airplane,
hopping from airstrip to airstrip. That began a life
enriched by the aerial application industry.  Jason
became a loader for his dad’s operation at age 13.  He
was a private pilot at 17 and flying commercial at 18.

“Ag Schools were scarce at that time,” Jason
explains.  “I was able to get my initial ratings, then I
came back home where my dad started teaching me ag
work.”

But Jason didn’t start out zipping across fields of his
native Louisiana right away.
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“It was crucial to my dad that I be a loader first.  He always used to
say that you’ve got to know the business starting from the ground
up.”

That humble knowledge was valuable as Jason’s business ventures
flourished in adulthood. After a brief stint in the railroad industry,
Jason gravitated north to Illinois, where, “by the grace of God,”he
says, he secured a pilot position with Holzwarth Flying Service.

After a decade of working for Chuck Holzwarth, Jason and business
partner T.J. Graden established Graden Aviation in Polo,
Illinois.  Two years later, Jason acquired an operation in Fairfield,
Illinois, playfully dubbing it Ag Monkey, a company he established in
2015, a name was inspired by an old saying attributed to his dad who
claimed that he could teach a monkey to fly.

Aside from seasonal help, Jason and T.J. each have
children who are involved as ground crew in their
aviation operations.  Important to Jason was the fact
that this past season he was able to break in new ag
pilots.

“There was a time when my dad used to say, 'Ag pilots
are a dime a dozen,' meaning that you can find one on
every street corner,” Jason recalls.  “People don’t say
that anymore.  TheaAg community is much smaller,
and we as pilots and operators have a duty to our industry to get more pilots trained so
that what we do doesn’t become a bygone occupation.”



Jason sees that, despite hurdles and challenges, the
future for ag aviation is bright.

“As long as good ag pilots are around and those pilots
train other pilots to be good ag pilots, there will always
be room for us all to grow and flourish.”
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We are excited to offer a faster and more convenient way to pay. With our new online
payment portal, insurance clients can pay their policy premiums via ACH ($5 fee) or credit
card (3.19% fee) instantly from the comfort of their computer, cell phone, or tablet. This
payment option is limited to insurance premiums only. If you have any questions, please
feel free to reach out to our insurance team for assistance.



Thank you to everyone, including Chubby’s BBQ, who made our first Customer Appreciation Day
a success!



Are you looking for an insurance agency that
is LARGE ENOUGH to deliver sophisticated and
quality service, yet still DEDICATED to providing a
caring and personalized connection with your best

interest at heart?  

Contact us at 800-325-0885 for any and all of your
aviation insurance needs.

Learn More

Mid-Continent Insurance Division
Now Licensed To Provide Pilot Life & Health Insurance

https://www.midcont.net/insurance.htm


While attending the 2023 NAAA Fall Board Meeting in Dayton, Ohio, Josh Rittenberry had an
opportunity for an in-person visit with long-time customer Stephen Zvara, owner and operator of
Precision Aerial Ag in Cleveland. Steve gave Josh a spin in his Beech 58 Baron to take a tour of
his operation’s facilities spread out across The Buckeye State.







2004 FREIGHTLINER
BELTVEYOR LOAD TRUCK

800 Gal Fuel Tank
Engine Driven Hydraulic Pump

Hopper scales
Tarp



2005 International Durastar 4300

Automatic Allison
DT 466

All stainless
Foldover

900 gallon fuel
Agrotane tank

Chain drive
Hydraulic fuel w/ hose reel



Order your new 2023
510P, 510P2, 510P2+ or 710P Turbine Thrush!

AVAILABLE NOW!

1994 Freightliner

3,800 Gallon Stainless Steel Water Tank and
1000-1250 Fuel Tank. Runs and Shifts Great.

AIRCRAFT INVENTORY
 

2023 THRUSH 510P2

AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY
​NOW!

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION



1938 BOEING STEARMAN
A75 N1
N54284

6,080.7 A/F TT, 520.4 TSMOH,
450 HP, Garmin SL-40 Com, PS
Engineering PM-1200, Oilomatic
Preoiler, Airwold Remote Oil
Filter Smoker, Speed Ring, 46
Gal Fuel, Redline Brakes,
Garmin GDL 82 ADSB-Out

More Info

1981 CESSNA A185F
N61955 

7,300 A/F TT, 770 SFRM,
Continental IO520, 285 HP,
Audio Panel w/ 3 Light Markers,
Garmin 430 WAAS, Garmin 255
Com, Garmin GTX 345 w/ ADSM
In and Out, Glide Slope,
Stormscope, S-TEC-50 Auto Pilot
with Altitude Hold, Rosen Sun
Visors, VG Kit, Horton STOL Kit,
Float Kit, Cessna Turbo Vents for
Cabin Cooling, Backup Altimeter,
Backup Artificial Horizon

More Info

2010 Dream Tundra,
N523MM   

90.0 A/F TT, Aerosport IO375
210 HP, PMA-8000B Switching
Panel with 4 Place Intercom and
Three Light Markers, Garmin SL-
40 Com, Garmin 430 GPS,
Garmin GTX-330 Transponder,
Garmin 496 GPS (Panel
Mounted),
Digiflight II Autopilot w/ Altitude
Hold, PFD/MFD

More Info

JOSH RITTENBERRY CATHY DOHERTY TRACEY STOKES

https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/212956807/boeing-slash-stearman-a75-n1-piston-military-aircraft?locationid=350004349408&settingscrmid=4575383
http://0.1.17.35/1981-cessna-a185f-piston-single-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383
https://www.midcont.net/inventory/?/listing/for-sale/199293365/2010-dream-aircraft-tundra-experimental-slash-homebuilt-aircraft?accountcrmid=4575383&settingscrmid=4575383


Insurance
November 13

Maintenance
November 16

Spray Division
​November 22

FULL SERVICE
MAINTENANCE CENTER

Airframe
Turbine Engine
Modifications
Line Services
Paint
Extensive Variety of Aircraft Parts



Learn More

Call 573-359-0500 • 800-325-0885

CONTACT US
573-359-0500 • 800-325-0885

SALES

PARTS
FOUNDED BY RICHARD "DICK" READE

http://midcont.com/maintenance.htm
mailto:sales@midcont.com
mailto:parts@midcont.com


INSURANCE

MAINTENANCE

CHRIS COBB, Co-Owner

DENNIE STOKES, Co-Owner

STAN HUNTER, Aircraft Sales

DANNY HELMS, Aircraft Sales

CHRIS PATTERSON, GPS Sales/Service

JOE RISNER, Dir. of Maintenance

OUR MISSION: TO KEEP YOU FLYING
Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader in
Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services that
exceed our customers’ expectations. We are committed to
the advancement of general and agricultural aviation
technology.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow with
your business and provide the tools you need to be a
success.

Mid-Continent Aircraft Corp. is located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Tennessee. Although Hayti is not
the geographical center of our nation, Mid-Continent is the
center for all ag aviation needs. With excellent daily truck
freight lines, air freight, Federal Express, and UPS delivery
capability, MID-CONTINENT has and will continue to cover
the world.

Mid-Continent Aircraft | 1601 East Highway 84, Hayti, MO 63851
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