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Interview with Dick Reade

AgAir Update had the unique oppor-
tunity to interview Mr. Dick Reade of
Mid-Continent Aircraft Sales and Ser-
vice in Hayti, Missouri. Mr. Reade, in
the 60+ years he has been involved with
ag aviation, is an icon in the industry.
Here is the first part, in a two-part se-
ries, of the interview that also consists
of a video on AgAir Update’s Youtube
channel.:

AAU (Bill Lavender): Hello, Mr.
Reade, how are you doing?

Mr. Reade: Lovely Bill, it’s a great
day.

AAU: We are in Hayti, Missouri with
Mr. Dick Reade, who I consider an icon
in the agricultural aviation industry. Mr
Dick, can you remember what year you
started in ag aviation?

Mr. Reade: Bill, I started in about
1949, in Traer, Iowa, then we moved into
southeast Missouri for an insect infes-
tation that never developed. So, we have
our roots here in Hayti.

AAU: Before that, however, you
served in WWII flying a P-38, correct?

Mr. Reade: Yes, I did. I was in
reconnoissance in the Pacific, flying
over Japan, Korea and China.

AAU: Where were you based from?

Mr. Reade: I was based in Okinawa,
which was about a six-hour flight over
the water. Always, the engine was rough
and when we would return nothing
would be wrong with it! All we had
were cameras for high and low altitude.

AAU: Just out of curiosity, when the
government decided to turn you loose
in a P-38, how much time did you have

Reprinted from Ag Air Update

logged?

Mr. Reade: Oh, about 150 hours or
less than that, total time, including train-
ing.

AAU: When you came back from the
military, what got you involved with ag
aviation?

Mr. Reade: I was always interested
in ag aviation. Instead of cattle ranch-
ing and not being able to get flying out
of my system, I started with ag aviation,
which was a developing field at that
time.

AAU: The aircraft of choice would
have been a Stearman?

Mr. Reade: Yes, in those days the
Stearman was the aircraft, as far as [ was
concerned. That’s what we trained with
in the Service.

AAU: Were the Stearmans powered
by the 220 (hp)?

Mr. Reade: Yes, the 220, then we
went on to convert them to the 450s.

AAU: The War was over in 1945.
Give me some time windows from when
you started with the Stearman, the next
step would have been the Ag-Cat pro-
gram?

Mr. Reade: That is correct. We were
a pretty good-sized Stearman operation
and we even went into Canada on some
spray projects. When Grumman came
out with the Ag-Cat, we were asked to
join them in anticipation it was going to
be a good, popular aircraft. We thought
it was, too and were given the opportu-
nity, along with six others, to offer the
aircraft for sale.

AAU: At that time, where you Mid-
Continent Aircraft Sales and Service?

Mr. Reade: Yes, we were.

AAU: Were you also selling con-
verted Stearmans?

Mr. Reade: A few, we were more into
spraying at the time.

AAU: When Grumman came along
with the Ag-Cat, did they invite you to
become involved with the development
program?

Mr. Reade: Yes, that’s right.

AAU: What did they originally call
the aircraft during development?

Mr. Reade: Well, first, Mr. Grumman
was going to call it the GrassHopper, but
after coming back from the war with all
the Wildcats, Hellcats etc., we suggested
Ag-Cat.

AAU: Do you recall where the first
one might have been delivered?

Mr. Reade: We used the first one as
our demonstrator. It is still flying out in
Western Kansas as I understand, how-
ever it has been converted to the 450.

AAU: Once you became the Ag-Cat
dealer, where was your territory?

Mr. Reade: The world. In those days,
there were no territories. That was
around 1969.

AAU: Mid-Continent was already in
business, right? As a spraying operation?

Mr. Reade: Yes, that is right. We then
evolved into a sales, service and parts

continued inside




Our Mission:
To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Conti-
nent Aircraft has been the
leader in Agricultural Avia-
tion by providing a variety
of services that exceed our
customers’ expectations.

We are committed to the
advancement of general and
agricultural aviation technol-
ogy.

As we move into each day,
we will continue to grow
with your business and pro-
vide the tools you need to be
a success.

Aircraft Sales
Aircraft Insurance
Aircraft Parts
Aircraft Maintenance
GPS Sales & Service

Mid-Continent
E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
sales@midcont.com

A/C Parts
parts @midcont.com

A/C Insurance
acinsurance @midcont.com

GPS Sales/Service
cpatterson @midcont.com

COMPANY STARS

Josh Rittenberry
Insurance Producer

Josh began his career in the Insurance
Division at Mid-Continent in 2000. It’s

a place he has eagerly enjoyed working
ever since. After learning about the in-
surance business over the next few
years, Josh was fortunate enough to earn
his producer’s license in 2005. Since
then, he has written Business & Plea-
sure and Ag Insurance for satisfied cus-
tomers all over the country. In the last
few years Josh has represented Mid-
Continent at the Missouri Agricultural
Aircraft Association Convention and the
Tri-State Aerial Applicators Convention
which encompasses the states North
Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota.

Josh and his wife Tiffany reside in
Caruthersville and enjoy yearly family
excursions to South Carolina as well as
making improvements to their new
home and tending to their furry four-
legged children: three dogs and a cat.

business, as well, right here in Hayti. We
have been here for more than 50 years.

AAU: Let me touch a little bit on the
NAAA. Were you, in fact, the first presi-
dent of NAAA?

Mr. Reade: Yes, I was the first presi-
dent of NAAA. We were at a meeting in
Washington DC, all belonging to the
National Aviation Trades Association
and had become very active in that as-
sociation. We wanted our own separate
division of NATA and they didn’t want
that to happen. So, sitting in DC, A.T.

Morgan and myself, we started our own
association.

AAU: Since then, you have been in-
ducted into the National Ag Aviation
Hall of Fame in Jackson Mississippi.

Mr. Reade: Yes sir, that is correct

Our interview continues next month
with Mr. Dick Reade as he explains his
involvement with the Thrush program
and has words of wisdom for the upcom-
ing generation of ag-pilots.

continued next month

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
ITS A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK
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Check our website
Jfor more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.net

AG-Aviation’s most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 62 years of experience and integrity.

AG CAT
1978 Ag Cat B R1340
260 SMOH, Litestar,
sprayer, 7800 TT,
extended wing, Northern
aircraft, Fresh Annual
1975 Ag Cat 450
“0” Covington, 80 fuel,
sprayer, new annual, No
damage, extended wings.
THRUSH

Taking orders for 710

Thrush with -65 or -67

Rugged Construction
Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico
Special price savings.
Equipped as sprayers.In

Stock

2012 Thrush 510-34

All options, NEW.
FUTURE SPECIALS
Several low time T34
Thrushes with Bantam,
2010, 2011 available
November from our fleet.
PT6-34 firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS

|WE NEED THRUSHES |

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AIR TRACTOR
2000 Air Tractor 802-65
4020 TT, “0” HIS, 1200

SOH, Wingman, Bantam,
Flow control, Dual Control,
nite working lites, single
point fuel.

1991 Air Tractor 402
Super Clean, 6800 TT,
options, night work lights,
single point fuel.

DISTRIBUTOR
Cascade Pressure

Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler

Call For Quote

CESSNA AG
We Need Cessnas

1975 Cessna Ag Truck
300 SMOH, 3500 TT,
Smoker, flagger, air, ag
|Eips, CP’s, VG’s.
1976 Cessna Husky
Mint, clean, 3200 TT, 430
SMOH, new annual,
Litestar Il, smoker.
PIPER
1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 1120 STOH,
light star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual.
IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235
370 TT, recent annual,
COM booster tips, always
hangared

| Free Pilot Placement |
GENERAL AVIATION
We Are A

General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and All Cessna Parts.

Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”

Now taking orders

2011 Cessnha T182

only 80 SNew, Still has
warranty

1972 Cessna 180H
5310 TT, 1260 SMOH.
Mooney Super 21

3796 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop,
refurb, 2006 paint, IFR’s.
A real good buy.

INSURANCE
Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com

TRUCKS
Several load trucks
foldover boom, water
also.

From $6000.00 and up
1996 International 4700
Load Truck

12” Auger, load cell, 1000
fuel, 35,000 miles.
Beautiful.

PARTS

World’s Largest

CP Nozzle Dealer

THE wPRODUCTS ¢
EC0MPANY, INC.

COMPANY, INC.

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat
All Types Spreaders
New & Used -25", 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.

4

Cool Start Kit
for Turbines

Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate wing man, STd
Makes solid work

easier!
0 0000000000000
e CASCADETURBO o
. INLETS .
o Saves fuel - Lower ITT o
4 Distributor: g

+ Mid-Continent Aircraft g
e  573-359-0500

I Thrush Spar Caps k
I Now Available I
Let Mid-Continent
1 install your next spar. 1
Sign up now.

SATLOC Level lll
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM

Hemispheare




