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Aircraft Corporation

Aircraft Sales ¢ Insurance ® Parts ® Maintenance & Satloc
1601 East Highway 84 « Hayti, MO 63851 « 573-359-0500 - 800-325-0885 * sales@midcont.com
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Dick Readle:

A View From The Top

by JOSH RITTENBERRY

Less than a generation removed from the end of the
war that was supposed to end all wars, another simmered
on two fronts. At risk from the east and the west, Amer- i
ica of the late 1930s and early 1940s was deeply hesitant 0%
to get involved in skirmishes on foreign soil. ‘ :

The horrors of World War I were a not-so-distant
memory still seared in the United States’ collective
consciousness. And after all, there were more serious
problems at home. The bruising effects that the Great
Depression had on every aspect of Americans’ lives left
little to no appetite for war. The economy was gutted,
unemployment and homelessness soared, the 10-year-long
Dust Bowl had wiped outnlarge swaths of once fertile
farmland. The American Dream, which bore the fruits
that gave the 1920s their roar went out like a whimper as
the decade turned the page, transforming that dream into a
desolate nightmare.

1t was during this time of great uncertainty that Rich-
ard

“Dick” Reade was certain of a dream of his own:
aviation. The son of a stockbroker and a homemaker,
Dick Reade grew up in the Hudson Valley of New York,
graduating from Scarsdale High School. Although flying
had always been an inherent interest of his, it was the
unique vocation of animal husbandry that took him away
from the east coast and landed him as a freshman at lowa
State University, an ideal place to study as the agricultur-
ally-centric Ames campus had been originally established
as a state agriculture college and model farm. Dick Reade
dug into his studies there with his ever-present vigor as
the goal of raising and farming cattle out west—a place
far removed from the Hudson Valley—was on track to be-
coming a reality, fulfilling—at least for himself—a small
piece of that American Dream.

But then came that day of infamy.




Check our website
for more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.com

AG-Aviation's most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 70 years of experience and integrity.

2019 Thrush, S2R-T34, N1009F
575.0AFTT
READY FOR WORK! AVAILABLE NOW!

2020 THRUSH DUAL COCKPIT
N705MC, 0.0 A/F TT
READY FOR WORKI

1989 Air Tractor, AT-402, N1012B
12623.4 AIF TT, Left and Right Bottomn Load Fuel, Left and
Right Loader Vaiue, Flow Control, Vertext Generator, Heat and
AJC, Aluminum Boom, Satloc GPS, Less Spreader

2010 Thrush, S2R-T34, N5298F

4200.0 AJF TT, sprayer, nav lights, 228 gallon fuel system,
Weath-Aero fan, intelliflow, smoker, G4, VGs, bottom fuel, ad-
ditionat equipment, New Glass, Fresh Annual

i Airstrip 27 AC, 6000FT Long, 200 FT Wide, 3/4 Mile

" | Storage Shed, Metal Shop with Built-ln Containment Wall
| Stocked with Normal Operation Hardware, 12K Jet A Tank
' Stainless Mixing Vat with Load Hoses and 3-Phase Pump,

| Concrete Lead Pad, 8K Gallon Water Tank with Stainless
| Mixing Vat and Hoses. Call 800-325-0885 for more informa-

1994 Ayres, S2R-T34, N94PR

7835.9 AIF TT, 750 HP, Avenger Spar Caps, GPS Bantam-
Intelliflow, CP-08s, Vortex Generators, Hopper Rinse, Spreader,
Harbor, Air Conditioner, Electric Fan Brake, Bottom Load Fuel,
Kawak Quadrant, Smoker, New Landing Gear, Wingman,
Winglets

2013 Thrush, S2R-H80, N3046N
2700.0 Engine & A/F TT, 0.0 SIRAN, Fresh Annual, 800 HP,
Load Hawg, VGs, Bottom Fuel/Dual Load, Intelliflo with Smart
Pump, Leading Edge Lights, Stainless Teel Booms, Hopper
Rinse, Bantam, Smoker, Spreader w/ Kicker Plate, Radio, CPs,
G4 Intelliflow

1996 AYRES-41, S2R-T34, N2243J

8352.0 A/F TT, 850 HP, Satloc M-3 w/ Intelliflow, Lane Electric
Fan Brake, Smoker, Cool Seat, Air Conditioner/Heat, Hopper
Rinse Tank, Bottom Load Fuel, Stainless Steel Boom

2006 Thrush 550-10, S2RHG-T65, N41024
4194.0 AF TT, 4287.4 TT SCAM, A/C & Heater, Satloc G4 w/
Flow Control, Fast Start, Transland 3" Pump, Stainless Steel
Booms, CP-09 Nozzles, Stainless Steel SLK-41 Spreader, 228
Gal Fuel

SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS
AIRSTRIP FOR SALE OR LEASE

Improved Grass Concrete Load Pad with Tie Downs, Office/
and Pump in Concrete Containment, 8K AV Gas Tank and
Pump in Concrete Containment, 6K Gallon Water Tank with

Spare Electric Pump. Airstrip 23 AC 4000FT Improved Grass

tion. Ask for Stan Hunter.

2013 Thrush, S2R-H80, N30252

3095.61 AIF TT, 0.0 SIRAN, Smoker, G4-SATLOC, Flow Con-
trol, Lane 111F Fan, Stainless Booms Exchange, MC Bottom
Fuel, Left Landing Lite, Hydraulic Gate, Fresh Annual

1995 Ayres, S2R-G6, N3160M

11,024.0 A/F TT, Stainless Booms, Transland Slim Line
Spreader, Bantam w/ 9° Screen and Flow Contral, Load Hawg,
2" Load Valve, Pump w/ 4-Blade Electric Brake, 63 T Jet Check
Valves and CP08-3P Nozzles

2018 Thrush, S2R-H80, N318SW
700 AJF TT, GE H80 (800 SHP engine), 510 gallon spray
system with 41" stainless steel gatebox, leading edge lights, G4
and flow contrel, Load Hawg, smoker, plus much more.

1999 AT-402B, N51867
7922.0 AIF TT, PT6A-15AC, 8950 TT engine, Covington light
OVH at 6500 engine hours, SATLOC Bantam with G4 screen,
flow control, A/C, heat, Garmin G5 attitude indicatar, CP 11
nozzles, smoker, very little fertilizer, Transland 10 vane, over-
hauled FCU and fuel pump at 7322.0 TTAF, wing spars done in
June 2019 at factory. One owner, always hangared

1974 Grumman Ag Cat, G-164A, N9688
6042.6 AIF TT, 600 HP, Del Norte GPS, Smoker, Spreader,
Transland Gate, Stainless Belly Skin, 80 Fuel Gap, CP 09
Nozzles, Stainless Steel Booms



Thrush Dealer
United States, Canada, Mexico

. TURBINE AIRCRAFT
Taking orders for 710 Thrush
w/ -65 or -67

Rugged Construction
Proven Productivity

CPrroovcrs

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air Tractor,
Thrush, Ag Cat

All Types Spreaders

New & Used
25, 38", 41" Transland, Breckenridge

Superior Experienced Quality'
No Corners Cut

'FAA Certified Repair Station
Specialist Spar Replacement

AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

Sharon Watkins, Ins. Mgr/Producer

Laura Terrett, Producer

Josh Rittenberry, Producer
Lisa Curtis, Producer
Heather Riggs, Claims/Producer

800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com

DISTRIBUTOR
Cascade Pressure Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Saves Fuel, Runs Cooler
Call for Quote

SNTLOC

SATLOC Level lli
Service Center

SATLOC SYSTEMS
NEW OR USED
Full in house repairs & updates
Solid Green Lightbar Upgrade now avaiiable.

Transland’s #1 Dealer

STC’d for Thrush & Air Tractor

i Efficient & Safe, mechanical loading of solids. ‘

Makes solid work easier!

NOW APPROVED FOR

e

THALTHRW

NDT WING INSPECTION AVAILABLE
THRUSH & AIR TRACTOR

PARTS DEPARTMENT

World’s Largest
Ag Aircraft Parts Dealer

FREE PILOT PLACEMENT
Se Habla Espanol

Our Mission:

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent
Aircraft has been the leader in
Agricultural Aviation by providing a
variety of services that exceed our
customers’ expectations.

We are committed io the ad-
vancement of general and agricul-
tural aviation technology.

As we move into each day, we
will continue to grow with your
business and provide the tools you
heed o be a success.

Aircraft Sales
Aircraft Insurance
Aircraft Parts
Aircraft Maintenance
GPS Sales & Service

Mid-Continent
E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
sales@midcont.com

A/C Parts
parts@midcont.com

A/C Insurance
acinsurance @midcont.com

GPS Sales/Service
cpatterson@midcont.com

International Sales
silvia@midcont.com

MID-CONTINENT

AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
is located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Tennes-
see. Although Hayti is not the
geographical center of our nation,
MID-CONTINENT is the center for
all ag aviation needs.

With excellent daily truck freight
lines. air freight, Federal Express,
and UPS delivery capability, MID-
CONTINENT has and will continue
to. cover the world.




MIBCONTINENT

Aircraft Corporation
1601 E Highway 84 + P.O, Box 540
Hayti, Missouri 63851

Address Service Reguested

SERVICE « KNOWLEDGE ¢« INTEGRITY « EXPERIENCE

December 7, 1941 forever altered the trajectory of an entire
generation digging out of the slog of the Depression. Dick Reade
was not immune from the precipitous effects of war. His course,
too, was also changed forever. While at lowa State, he had nour-
ished his appetite for flying and secured a spot in the university’s
aviation department, soloing after seven hours before finally
earning his private license in the program’s Cessna 140.

As war broke out, on hold—at least in the near future —were
dreams of cattle farming. In its place was a spark that lit the
flame of instinctive duty, a call to arms. This was not a time for
the self-indulgence of youth. His country needed him now more
than ever.

. To be continued in the new e-newsletter launching in April.
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Insurance

Are you looking for an insurance
agency that is LARGE ENOUGH to
deliver sophisticated and quality service,
yet still DEDICATED to providing a car-
ing and personalized connection with
your best interest at heart?
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Contact us at 800-325-0885 for any and
all of your aviation insurance needs.




