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Another Sweet Mess By William Cable

While assigned to the 23rd Pho-
tographic Reconnaissance Squad-
ron and stationed at Sesto, Italy dur-
ing the winter of 1944/45 | was
standing outside the Operations Of-
fice looking for a ride into town when
somebody stuck his head out of the
door and asked if | wanted to fly a
mission. | really didn’'t want to fly that
day, but | thought, “It's one more mis-
sion on the road to my fifty,” so | said,
‘OK” and went in and received my
briefing.

I was wearing a flight jacket, pink
pants, green dress shirt, a necktie,
my fifty-mission crush cap and low-
cut shoes. | was not too concerned
about not being properly dressed for
flying ever on that very cold winter
day because this mission was go-
ing to be quite short. | was briefed
to photograph some twenty miles of
railroad track and marshaling yard
in the northeastern potion of Italy. It
looked like about a two-hour mission,
and | thought | could handle that
dressed the way | was. If the cockpit
heater worked maybe | could get
back before | froze to death. While
picking up my gear in the equipment
room the sergeant asked if | wanted
a Mae West and | told him, “No, |
don'’t think so,” as it looked like this
one was going to be over land all the
way.

The aircraft | was assigned was
a P-38 (F-5B) that had one 165-gal-
lon drop tank hung on the left side. |
didn’t need the extra fuel for a mis-

From Lightning Strikes

sion this short, but the tank was there
so away | went. All was fine until |
entered the PO Valley and began
to hear a “weep,” “weep” on the ra-
dio. | had been told that German ra-
dar sometimes caused this sound
while it was tracking you. The sound
stayed with me several minutes and
| decided that maybe they were vec-
ioring fighters to me, so | turned to
the east and headed out over the
Adriatic Sea.

I was also becoming very aware
that this particular F-5B was even
colder inside than most of the oth-
ers. | was cruising at about 25,000
feet and it was 60 below outside. It
seemed almost that cold inside; it
didn't feel like the cockpit heater was
providing an heat at all.

The radio noise quit and | made
a slow turn to the north, toward my
photo run starting point about 150
miles farther northwest. When | was
about fifteen or twenty miles south-
east of Venice the carburetor air tem-
perature on the right engine started
climbing and the engine began to
backfire - and then lost power. | shut
the engine down, feathered it and
trimmed the aircraft for single-engine
operation. With and engine out, | de-
cided that the railroad tracks would
have to wait for another day and |
would head back to Sesto. | had
been feeding both engines with the
drop tank, and with one shut down |
decided to get rid of the tank. |
reached down with my left hand and

pulled the release “T" handle, felt the
tank fall away and then reached over
to change the fuel selector valve
from the drop tank to the main tank.
Nothing happened. When | looked
down | could see that my fingers
were so numb from the cold that it
felt like | was using bananas instead
of fingers. They just would not grip,
and | just couldn’t turn the selector
valve.

About that time the left engine
quit due to fuel starvation, which
wasn’t too surprising since | had just
dropped the tank it was drawing
form. The engine was now wind mill-
ing and creating considerable drag
on the left side. With neither engine
running it was very quiet in the cock-
pit.

At this point | was standing on
the right rudder pedal and trying to
keep control of an aircraft that
wanted very badly to turn hara left
and was descending very rapidly
toward the Adriatic Sea about twenty
miles from the nearest land. Here
was another sweet mess | had got-
ten myself into. Peering over the
nose, | was looking right down at
some very cold water, with no
chance of making it to dry land. Or
as a guy told me one time, “It's a lot
of water to drink before you can walk
home.”

| could think of only three options:
#1- Tidy up the cockpit and get out.
#2 -Keep moving my hand and rub-
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bing it on my pant leg until it got
warm enough for my fingers to work.
#3- Slide down and under the con-
trol yoke so | could use both hands
on the valve. The problem here was
that if | still couldn’t turn the valve or
| became hung up while under the
yoke, | might not be able to get back
into the seat with enough altitude re-
maining for me to bail out. | decided
on option #3.

| had two things going for me; |
was over six feet tall and weighted
about 135 or 140 pounds, so | was
very thin and flexible, and | was
wearing a seat pack parachute,
which helped because it gave me
some freedom of movement. | was
also very motivated! | slipped under
the yoke and down onto the floor. |
can’'t remember what the aircraft was
doing during this time and | didn't
much care- all my energy and con-
centration were dedicated to getting
my hands on the fuel selector valve
and turning it. Finally, by using the
palms of my hands, | had enough
pressure to turn the valve to the “Re-
serve’ thank and “varoom,” the en-

gine started and returned to the pre-

set single-engine cruise setting. |
have never heard a sweeter sound
than that Allison’s at that moment.
The next few seconds were dedi-
cated to frantically fighting my way
back into the pilot’'s seat. When situ-
ated back in the seat | found that the
aircraft was still descending and
much closer to the water, but was
now flyable again.

Strapping myself back in, |
started a climb so that | would have
enough altitude to cross the moun-
tains into the Arno River Valley. Af-
ter landing, | told the crew chief about

the inter-cooler difficulty, and he said
it was probably a loose baffle and
he would fix it right away.

“Some memories never leave us,

and for me the bitter cold of the P-
38 cockpit and the feeling of being
absolutely alone in a very unfriendly
world still linger.”

COMPANY STARS

Heather Riggs, Agent/Claims

Heather started working in the Air-
craft Insurance Division 10 Years
ago as a Customer Service Repre-
sentative. Her duties now include
handling your aircraft Insurance

Claims as well as placing insurance
coverage and all aspects of cus-
tomer service. Her favorite part of
her job is talking with customers and
making sure that everything is
handled correctly and fairly. It is very
important to her that every customer
is happy and satisfied with the out-
come of their claims.

She enjoys working with everyone
in her department and is an impor-
tant part of our insurance team.

Heather lives in Caruthersville,
Missouri and enjoys spending time
with her husband-Les and her two
children, Gavin (10) and Avery (3).

Another super satisfied Thrush customer Rick McCord of Precision

Ag Aviation, LLC., Risco, MO.

Rick states:"I’ve never flown an Ag plane that handles so nice!”

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
ITS A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK

Mid-Continent E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
A/C Parts
A/C Insurance

GPS Sales/Serv

sales@midcont.com
parts@midcont.com
acinsurance@midcont.com

cpatterson@midcont.com
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Check our website
Jfor more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.net

AG-Aviation’s most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 62 years of experience and integrity.

THRUSH
Taking orders for 710
Thrush with -65 or -67
Rugged Construction

Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico

Special price savings.
Equipped as sprayers.in
Stock
2012 Thrush 510-34
All options, NEW.
FUTURE SPECIALS

Several low time T34
Thrushes with Bantam,
2010, 2011 available

November from our fleet.
PT6-34 firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS
1976 Thrush 510 Galion
(Walters 601 752 hr.)
Johnson conversion 2009,
super clean, Northern a/c,
M3, long wing, big fuel
bottom fuel, powder coated
frame, rt hand boom shut
off.

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AIR TRACTOR

1990 Air Tractor
502 PT6-34, 950 left on
spars, M3, 7050 TT, new
annual, “0” HSI

AG CAT

1979 Ag Cat B PT6-20
330 Hopper, GPS, Recent
Paint, Extended Wing, Zero
HSI, Mills Kit, M3.

1978 Ag Cat B R1340

460 SMOH, Litestar, sprayer,
780 TT, extended wing,
Northern aircraft.

1975 Ag Cat 450 HP
Extended wings, sealed
cockpit, servos, weathaero,
all yellow, hydromatic, “0”
engine, 80 fuel.

DISTRIBUTOR

Cascade Pressure Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler
Call For Quote

CESSNA

We Need Cessnas

Ag Trucks & Ag Wagons

1980 Cessna Husky

5550 Total, 475 SMOH, New
blades on prop, Satloc 99.5,
smoker, new super boom,
NDH, New Annual.

1978 Cessna

Completely refurbished, all
disassembled, rebuilt. Not a
wreck, new paint, Zero
SMOH engine & prop,
sprayer.

PIPER

1971 Pawnee C 235

2800 FlE 250 = Eactory,
remand, KT 76 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.

1965 Pawnee B 235

3082 Total, 914 SMOH, light
star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual.

IN CANADA: 1981 Pawnee
D235

370 TT, new annual, COM,
booster tips, always
hangared

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

GENERAL AVIATION
We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor
Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and All Cessna Parts.
Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”
Now taking orders
2008 Cessna T182
Full instruments, 64 since
new, Immaculate, Storm-
scope, no damage
Mooney Super 21
3796 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop, refurb,
2006 paint, IFR’s. Arealgood
buy.
1976 Cessna 177RG
5478 TT, 106 SMOH, Auto
Pilot, King NAV COMM,
glidescope, push to talk.

Let us sell your
Ag Aircraft
World Wide Sales
Consignment Accepted

INSURANCE

Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com

TRUCKS

Several load trucks
foldover boom, water also.
From $6000.00 and up
1996 Internation 4700 Load
Truck

12" Auger, load cell, 1000
fuel, 35,000 miles. Beautiful.

PARTS

World’s Largest
CP Nozzle
Dealer

New Swathmasters

Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat

All Types Spreaders New
& Used - 25" 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.

Cool Start Kit
for Turbines

Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate wing man, STd
Makes solid work
easier!

Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396

Also other models

for sportsmen
® 6060606006000 09

®

OR THE LIFE OF ME e
(MY ENGINE)

CASCADE TURBO

INLETS

Saves fuel - Lower ITT

2 Distributor:

o Mid-Continent Aircraft

o 573-359-0500
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e

I Thrush Spar Caps -
I Now Available
Let Mid-Continent
1 install your next spar.
Sign up now.

[ Free Pilot PlacementJ

SATLOC Level lil
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM
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