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Interview with Dick Reade
Reprinted from Ag Air Update

Last month, AgAir Update published Part One of
our interview with Mr. Dick Reade. The following is
the conclusion to the interview:

AAU: Let me touch a little bit on the NAAA. Were
you, in fact, the first president of NAAA?

Mr. Reade: Yes, I was the first president of NAAA.
We were at a meeting in Washington DC, all belong-
ing to the National Aviation Trades Association and
had become very active in that association. We wanted
our own separate division of NATA and they didn’t
want that to happen. So, sitting in DC, A.T. Morgan
and myself, we started our own association.

AAU: Since then, you were inducted into the Na-
tional Ag Aviation Hall of Fame in Jackson Missis-

sippi?
Mr. Reade: Yes sir, that is correct.

AAU: The Ag-Cat was one of the more popular ag
planes produced. It went through some transitionary
periods and since has been surpassed by other manu-
facturers. Tell us about your involvement with Thrush
Aircraft.

Mr. Reade: My current business partner, Dennie
Stokes, is a Thrush operator. When we merged our com-
panies together, we brought Thrushes into the program.
Denny got his start in Ag-Cats, so he understood where
the Ag-Cat program was going. One thing led to an-
other and our Thrush program was developed. We are
one of two Thrush dealers in the U.S. We use four tur-
bine Thrushes in our operation.

AAU: Over the years, you have had many accom-
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Thrush 510G Awarded FAA
Type Certification!

(Albany, GA) We are proud to announce that the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration has issued Type Certifica-
tion for the new Thrush 510G. This is a major milestone
for both Thrush and GE Aviation, as the 510G features
the new GE HB80 turboprop engine - a first for ag avia-
tion.

Certification was awarded following completion of fi-
nal flight tests and paperwork review at the company’s
plant in Albany, Georgia and it marks the culmination of
more than two year’s work by both Thrush and GE Avia-
tion in concert with the FAA’s regional office in Atlanta.

The aircraft has been highly anticipated by our indus-
try, and deliveries of the new 510G have begun immedi-
ately to Thrush customers both here in the Unites States
and around the world. Certification of the dual cockpit
version of the 510G will follow shortly, and we feel cer-
tain that both the single and the dual cockpit versions of
the 510G will be home runs with customers. We’ve been
gearing up production accordingly - to the highest pro-
duction rate at the factory in over 30 years.

The certification process was a total team effort at
Thrush. From our engineers and quality control depart-
ment, to our skilled technicians and assembly folks - ev-
eryone worked together to bring this tremendous new
airplane to market as quickly as possible, while ensuring
it meets the high standards we’ve set for every Thrush
aircraft.

We’re very proud of this major accomplishment. It’s a
wonderful affirmation of our commitment to better our
industry through innovation and the application of the
latest technology.

Call Mid-Continent today to
schedule a demo of the new
510G Thrush.




Our Mission:

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent
Aircraft has been the leader in
Agricultural Aviation by provid-
ing a variety of services that ex-
ceed our customers’ expectations.

We are committed to the ad-
vancement of general and agricul-
tural aviation technology.

As we move into each day, we
will continue to grow with your
business and provide the tools
you need to be a success.

Aircraft Sales
Aircraft Insurance
Aircraft Parts
Aircraft Maintenance

GPS Sales & Service

Mid-Continent
E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
sales@midcont.com

A/C Parts
parts@midcont.com

A/C Insurance
acinsurance @midcont.com

GPS Sales/Service

cpatterson@midcont.com

MID-CONTINENT AIR-
CRAFT CORPORATION is
located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Tennes-
see. Even though Hayti is not the
geographical center of our na-
tion, MID-CONTINENT is the
center for all ag aviation needs.
With excellent daily truck freight
lines, air freight, Federal Express,
and UPS delivery capability,
MID-CONTINENT has and will
continue to cover the world.

plishments. What are some of the
accomplishments that you are the
most proud of?

Mr. Reade: Getting together and
forming the NAAA for the benefit
of the industry has to be the top of
my list. We can’t go at it alone and
the NAAA has helped our indus-
try develop into what it is today.

AAU: You are on the Board of
Directors for the National Agricul-
tural Aviation Museum in Jackson,
Mississippi. Tell us about that.

Mr. Reade: When we first ac-
quired the museum in Jackson, we
were appointed to a committee. Jim
Maxwell, myself and Vern Truett.
James is gone now and has been
replaced with Drew Keahey. The
museum included forestry work
and other forms of agriculture. We
were in charge of the agricultural
aviation portion.

AAU: What are some of the ma-
jor changes and advancements you
have seen in our industry?

Mr. Reade: The first thing that
comes to mind and one of the most
important is going from the radial
to turbine engine. Our productiv-

ity has increased. The second and
just as important is the National
Agricultural Aviation Association’s
handling of the legislative prob-
lems that directly affect us. The
third is the continued evolvement
of sophistication in the industry.
The advent of electronics instead
of ground flagmen, for example,
has been very advantageous.

AAU: In the last five or more
years, the industry has taken an up-
swing. What is your outlook?

Mr. Reade: Near future, with
high commodity prices and new
chemicals adapted to aviation, a
continued rise in ag aviation. More
automation in the airplane is on the
horizon, as well.

AAU: If you could communi-
cate one message the new genera-
tion of ag-pilots, what would it be?

Mr. Reade: Apply yourself,
work hard, be safe and you will
have a future in this business.

That concludes AgAir Update’s
interview with Mr. Dick Reade of
Mid-Continent Aircraft in Hayti,
Missouri. Watch the full interview
video on agairupdate.com

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
ITS A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2012 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK




MID-CONTINENT AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

Check our website
for more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.net

AG-Aviation’s most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 62 years of experience and integrity.

AG CAT
1978 Ag Cat B R1340
260 SMOH, Litestar,
sprayer, 7800 TT,
extended wing, Northern
aircraft, Fresh Annual
1975 Ag Cat 450
“0” Covington, 80 fuel,
sprayer, new annual, No
damage, extended wings.

THRUSH

Taking orders for 710

Thrush with -65 or -67

Rugged Construction
Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico
Special price savings.
Equipped as sprayers.In

Stock

2012 Thrush 510-34

All options, NEW.

2000 Thrush PT6-65
M-3 Intelliflow, 228 Fuel,
bottom fuel, air, call for
special price.

1999 Thrush PT6-34
510 Gallon, 228 fuel,
bottom fuel, M-3, VG'’s,
air/heat, “0” HIS on light
overhaul.

1989 Thrush PT6-34
510 Gallon, 228 Fuel,

winglets, M-3, Load
Hawg.
FUTURE SPECIALS

Several low time T34
Thrushes with Bantam,
2010, 2011 available
November from our fleet.
PT6-34 firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-

sions. BIG SAVINGS
|WE NEED THRUSHES |

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AIR TRACTOR
2000 Air Tractor 802-65
4020 TT, “0” HIS, 1200
SOH, Wingman, Bantam,
Flow control, Dual Control,
nite working lites, single
point fuel.

1991 Air Tractor 402
Super Clean, 6800 TT,
options, night work lights,
single point fuel.

DISTRIBUTOR
Cascade Pressure

Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler

Call For Quote

CESSNA AG
| We Need Cessnas |

1975 Cessna Ag Truck
300 SMOH, 3500 TT,
Smoker, flagger, air, ag
tips, CP’s, VG’s.
1976 Cessna Husky
Mint, clean, 3200 TT, 430
SMOH, new annual,
Litestar Il, smoker.
PIPER
1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 1120 STOH,
light star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

annual.

IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235

370 TT, recent annual,
COM booster tips, always
hangared

| Free Pilot Placement |
GENERAL AVIATION

We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor

Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and All Cessna Parts.

Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”

Now taking orders

2011 Cessna T182

only 80 SNew, Still has
warranty

1972 Cessna 180H
5310 TT, 1260 SMOH.
Mooney Super 21

3796 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop,
refurb, 2006 paint, IFR’s.
A real good buy.

INSURANCE
Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com
TRUCKS
Several load trucks

foldover boom, water
also.

From $6000.00 and up
1996 International 4700
Load Truck

12” Auger, load cell, 1000
fuel, 35,000 miles.
Beaurtiful.

PARTS

World’s Largest
CP Nozzle Dealer
New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat
All Types Spreaders
New & Used -25", 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.
Cool Start Kit
for Turbines

Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate wing man, STd
Makes solid work

easier!
® 00000000000 000
e CASCADETURBO
: INLETS :
o Saves fuel - Lower ITT o
4 Distributor: 4

: Mid-Continent Aircraft :
. 573-359-0500 .

I Thrush Spar Caps
I Now Available
Let Mid-Continent
1 install your next spar. 1
Sign up now.
SATLOC Level llI
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM

Hemisphere




Aircraft Corporation
1601 Highway 84 « P.O. Box 540
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