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It all began with a book, one
that when Chris Nesin was first
presented with

Epic Journey - Part Two

17, bought a dilapidated Piper
Cub airplane for $300. They re-
built the plane in their barn and
then took off for California, mak-
ing headlines across the coun-
try as the youngest aviators to
ever fly across the United

original Piper PA-11 that had
been used in their journey some
48 years prior. making his first
flight in the restored plane on
June 13, 2014. “Yes, Friday the
13th,” his wife laughs, “as if |
wasn't nervous enough, but ev-
erything went
great!” Today,

it he stated, “I
don’t read
books.” Five
days later, he
had finished it.
“For me, that
was a record. |
couldn’t put it
down. | found
the story of the
whole family di-
chotomy to be
intriguing. Plus,
all the places
out west that
Rinker so viv-
idly described
in his book, |
now wanted to
see,” said

he and his wife,
April, are mak-
ing that same
journey from
East coast to
West.

They began
in Lock Haven,
Penn., before
they flew to
Candlelight
Farms Airport in
New Milford,
Conn., where
they met and
flew with both of
the Bucks
brothers, who

(left to right) Chris Nesin, Dick Reade, April Nesin

were quite im-
pressed with

Nesin.

The book was “Flight of Pas-
sage,” written by Rinker Buck.
It is part adventure and part
memoir. It is the story of how
two brothers resolved their dif-
ferences and proved them-
selves to their father through a
flight across America.

In 1966, Rinker and his
brother, Kernahan, then 15 and

States from coast to coast. The
book recreates their true voy-
age, from cheap hotels and
dusty landing strips to their per-
ilous crossing of the Rockies
and the deserts in their fragile
little plane without a radio.
After reading the book, he
was inspired. He purchased
and restored the Buck brothers’

the rebuild and
how it flew.

Along the way, the Nesins are
doing more than recreating a
historic journey, but they are
also helping to raise awareness
for the Austin Hatcher Founda-
tion for Pediatric Cancer. This
organization works to help re-
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Our Mission:

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Air-
craft has been the leader in Agri-
cultural Aviation by providing a va-
riety of services that exceed our
customers’ expectations.

We are committed to the ad-
vancement of general and agricul-
tural aviation technology.

As we move into each day, we
will continue to grow with your
business and provide the tools
you need to be a success.

Aircraft Sales
Aircraft Insurance
Aircraft Parts
Aircraft Maintenance
GPS Sales & Service

Mid-Continent
E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
sales@midcont.com

A/C Parts
parts@midcont.com

A/C Insurance
acinsurance @ midcont.com

GPS Sales/Service
cpatterson @ midcont.com

MID-CONTINENT AIR-
CRAFT CORPORATION is
located in Hayti, Missouri, 80
miles north of Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Although Hayti is not
the geographical center of our
nation, MID-CONTINENT is the
center for all ag aviation needs.

With excellent daily truck
freight lines, air freight, Federal
Express, and UPS delivery
capability, MID-CONTINENT
has and will continue to cover
the world.

store the spirit of children and
families who are battling the ter-
rible effects of pediatric cancer.
April works at the foundation as
a clinical psychologist.

The two will be using differ-
ent beginning and ending air-
ports as they trace the route as
closely as they can, but instead
of doing it in the original five
days, they are instead doing it
in eight, with their final landing
in California on July 2. The two
plan to fly three to four hours per
day, covering about 250 miles.
“The Buck brothers actually did
it in four — they spent an extra
day in El Paso. They flew eight
hours a day, but they were also
15 and 17,” Nesin laughs.

While most everything on the
plane is the same as it was for
the brothers, including the lack
of air conditioning, one thing
that has changed is in the safety
department, in which they use
radios.

The two recently made a stop
to gas up at Mid Continent Air-
craft in Hayti, where they were
greeted by Richard Reade and
his staff. The Nesins were also
joined by two good friends,
David Koehn, who is a flight in-
structor with DestinationsEFC
in Tulsa, Okla., and Dalton
Nonweiler. Koehn and
Nonweiler are co-owners of a J3
Cub and wanted to meet with
the Nesins in Lee Bottom, Ind.,
to fly alongside them as far as
Tulsa. “We just wanted to do
what we could to support them
on their trip,” said Nonweiler.

For Nesin, his love of Cubs
began in early 2000 when his
good friend, Jeff Russell, pur-
chased a Piper J-3 Cub. At first,

he argued with his friend, say-
ing that there were faster and
more versatile planes that could
get him further, but his friend
said that he had always wanted
a Cub and was finally getting
one. On Nesin’s first ride, he
was hooked. “l still remember
the reflection of the clouds in the
perfectly still waters of
Damariscotta Lake. The beauty
of the land held so much more
at 500 feet above the ground.”
Later that year, Nesin got his
first job as a professional pilot,
flying regional airline flights out
of Bar Harbor, Maine. But he
always remembered the advice
passed along from a friend and
fellow pilot to never stop flying
the small planes.

Even today, as he works as
a corporate pilot, he takes the
time to stay taildragger current
on his days off. “Many guys
think I'm nuts when they find out
| have to hand prop the plane
or don’t have a transponder —
they think | am suicidal. They
have a Harley, | have a Cub,
they ain't that much different,”
he laughs. And when there is no
one to go with him, he takes his
dog, Lenny Bruce, with him. In
the past 10 years, the pup has
put in about 450 hours in the
Piper Cub. “Since he was 5
months old, he has crawled into
the front seat of the J-3 and en-
joyed every bit of it,” says Nesin.

If you would like to find out
more about their amazing jour-
ney or if you would like to help
contribute to their wonderful
cause, visit their website and
read their blogs at
www.flightofpassage.com.

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,FAA Certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement
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Check our website
_for more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.net

AG-Aviation’s most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 65 years of experience and integrity.

AG CAT
1975 Ag Cat 450
“0” Covington, 7650 TT,
80 fuel, sprayer, new
annual, No damage,
extended wings.

THRUSH
Taking orders for 710
Thrush with -65 or -67
Rugged Construction

Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico
Special price savings.
Equipped as sprayers.In
Stock

H80 Thrush
Less Fuel.

More Power.
It’s Time to Upgrade!

2014510P Turbo Thrush
Am safe Seat Belts,
Smoker, Air, Glass Panel
Engine Monitor MVP-
50T, Pratt & Whitney
engine with Hartzell
propeller 3 bladed. Ferry
time only.

1978 Thrush R1340
Clean, no damage,
extended wing, flagger,
smoker, spring tail geat,
695 SMOH, Ext Wing,
New Annual

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

DISTRIBUTOR

ICascade Pressure Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler
Call For Quote

FUTURE SPECIALS
Several low time
T34Thrushes with
Semesn, 20 209
available from our fleet.
Low Prices!
PT6-34firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS

|WE NEED THRUSHES |

AIR TRACTOR
2012 AT-402B
450 TT, Bantam, smoker,
CP’sLaneBrake, air/heat.

--SPECIAL--
2008 AT-602 PT6-60
2950 TT, 630 Hopper,
216 Fuel, Intellistar w/
flow control, $50,000.00
JV hydraulic gate.

AT-502

3900 TT, Shadin, Wing
Man, M3, Intelliflow.
1982 Air Tractor -15

“0” Since hot, Wing due in
3200 hours, VG's, a good
buy.

CESSNA AG
1976 Cessna Ag Truck
Like New, “0” SMOH, Prop
& Engine, rebuilt from
ground up, new paint, 99.5
Satloc, Hydraulic Sprayer.
1976 Cessna Truck
3200TT, 400 SMOH, new
annual, Bonaire 550.

| We Need Cessnas |

PIPER
1974 PA-25 Pawnee D
Lyc 0-540, 2780 TT, New
FifeSStallIRGRS W75
SMOH, Smoker, NDH,
New Annual, New Paint.

GENERAL AVIATION

We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor

Call us

for New/Used Aircraft

and All Cessna Parts.
2006 Aviat Husky A-1B
280 TT, Fully Equipped,
No Damage.
1998 182S
1190TT, 150 SMOH, King
IFR
1958 Cessha 182
Narco radios, 4900 TT,
Good Paint, $49,000.00

INSURANCE
Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance @ midcont.com

TRUCKS
Several load trucks
foldover boom, water
also.

From $6000.00 and up

PARTS

World’s Largest

CP Nozzle Dealer

ke

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat

All Types Spreaders
New & Used-25", 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.

Cool Start Kit for
Turbines

POISON AERO
TOW BAR
The best single tow
bar in the market.
Call for information.

: Superior experienced, °
o quality, no corners cut
o FAA Certified Repair ¢
o Station o

WINGLETS
FOR IMPROVED
PRODUCTIVITY.

INCREASE PROFIT

10%

LOAD HAWG
Efficient & Safe,
mechanical loading
of solids,

Makes solid work easier!

r

I HATFIELD |
FUEL METERING

I sare & PrACTICAL !

| Free Pilot Placement |

SATLOC Level lll
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM

| 5 Aglunction
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Aircraft Corporation
1601 Highway 84 « P.O. Box 540
Hayti, Missouri 63851
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Phone: 573-359-0500
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0538
E-mail: sales@midcont.com
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