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In the latest field trials, held in curtain of heavy, hard driven rain
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onds between flights. With the

and from 15 to 20 feet across.

. ltwas considered that this pet-
formance could be bettered by
faster loading and smoother or-
ganization to a stage where six

continued inside

the Rotorua thermat wonderland
region, three Beaver topdressing
aircraft were used against two
fires specially set for the occa-
sion. In both cases forest trash
and other extremely combustible
material was drenched with fuel
oil, making a btaze that could not
have been readily subdued by
any method of fire-fighting with
water.

The busy Beavers each car-
ried 200 Imperial gallons of wa-
ter dumped by fire hose straight
into hoppers used for sowing fer-
tilizer but equipped with a-newly
invented sealing device. This
device is capable of application
1o any aircraft fertilizer hopper,
and can be made a standard fit-
ting so that three minutes of easy
adjusting makes the transforma-
tion from fertilizing to emergency
fire service.

Each aircraft dropped its 200
galion load within two seconds;
loading time was 45 seconds and

'WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS ARE SAYING

In my 34 years of being a pilot this has been by far my most enjoy-
able season flying with our new 510p Thrush.

The 510P Thrush has been very dependable and fuel efficient.

This plane has lived up to all our expectations of what we were told
it would do.

| can say after flying the 510P Thrush for only one season if we lost
it we would be replacing it with one just like it...

Fred Roark

We bought a 510DC-34 last year from you all (Mid-Continent Air-
craft Corp.) and just completed a 630 hour season on it

To start, | must say this is the best flying airplane | have ever sat in.

The stability it exhibits in all
landing, is unmatched by any
must say the most impressive

phases of flight, including takeoff and
airplane I've ever worked. However, |
characteristic it displays is how it re-

mains so agile and balanced on the controls while being so stable. it
has made me a more productive applicator while being more comfort-
able performing application maneuvers. The pattern generated by this
airplane does the best work of any airplane I've ever flown. if anyone
out there is looking for an airplane that will do it all and do it easy, this
is the airplane, hands down.

The only thing | would have different, | would love to have a little
more horsepower for working short strips on hot days. but then again,
who wouldn’t?

Carlo Sciara, Sciara & Whittington Air & Ground, Eudora, AR.

Mission Statement:

We are a leading professional organization committed to the ad
ogy. Our team provides a vital resource to the aviation
being of those we serve.

community and is dedicated to the highest satisfaction and well-

vancement of general and agricultural aviation technol-




. suéh aircraft could keep up al-

‘most-indefinitely, provided they

~ had access to sufficient water. a -

steady delivery onto the fire of at

least one cubic foot of water a -

- second. '

* This is-about what a modern’ -

ground crew with a high pressure

- hose coupled to a hydrant could
do, but the aerial *hose” would
reach comfortably over a five-
mile radius-and fast.

After the field trials a commit-
tee of experts, convened by the
Soil Conservation and Rivers
Control council through their
Chief Soil Conservator, Mr. D.A.
Campbell, took a long, hard look
at results. it was agreed unani-
mously that aircraft will make an
entirely practical and powerful
weapon in fighting certain types
of fire in the outdoors.

- Where tall native grasses are

vital to soil conservation, and at
the same time a top fire hazard
through which flames can run for
miles with appalling speed, a well
organized aerial emergency
force may hold the answer.

Forestry experts were more
cautious, claiming that extremely
high efficiency would be needed
to better the existing fire control
scheme or to suppiement it effec-
tively. But they saw possibilities
in using aircraft against the blaze

I the forest tops, which can'be

- put out with relatively littie water
--under certain- conditions, but
‘which is extremely hard toreach

by conventional methods, and in

- damping down ahead of the

flames.

. The most obvious value was

 the possibility of speed-and yet

more speed-in getting effective
action to a fire before it becomes
serious, working on the principle
that prevention of big outbreaks
is by far the best argument.

New Zealand experience also
pinpointed the need for effective
radio control linking pilots, land-
ing field, and fire headquarters on
the ground. In these tests the pi-
lots were not in on the radio link.

Use of boron mixtures has
been tentatively rejected in favor
of speed in all passes of the op-

-+ eration, and water “bombing”
. seems to be out as dangerous,
*.-and less effective than immedi- -

ate jettisoning of the whole wa-

‘fer load.

As has been shown by United
States experience many prob-
lems remain to be solved, not the
least of them being safe flying
techniques and the development
of the best approach to each of
the varying sets of problems aris-
ing from different kinds of fire
under varying conditions.

None of these difficulties at
present seems too hard to beat,
and the New Zealand view is that
the airborne fire brigade is en-
tirely practical and a weapon
which, though needing much
more development, is potentially
of great value in the constant
battle against the forest and
grassland fire menace.

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
IT'S A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK

Mid-Continent E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
A/C Parts
A/C Insurance

GPS Sales/Serv

sales@midcont.com
parts@midcont.com
acinsurance@midcont.com

cpatterson@midcont.com

Success.

Our Mission

To keep you flying,

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
that exceed our customers’ expectations.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools you need to be a

GPS » Sales » Services ¢ Insurance » Parts & Services
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o Proven Productive

: Thrush Dealer
N US Canada, Mexlco

) _"Spec:af price savings.

Equipped -as sprayers.In
" Stock

2010 Thrush 510-34
All options, 450 TT.
PT6-34firewall sowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS
2009 Thrush PT6-34
1440 TT, GPS, flow control,
Load Hawg, hopper rinse,
fully equipped, bottom
fuel,Cascade pressure cowl.
1976 Thrush 510 Gallon
(Walters 601 752 hr))
Johnson conversion, super
clean, Northern a/c, M3, long
wing, big fuel bottom fuel,
powder coated frame, rt
hand boom shut off.

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AlR TRACTOR
2001 Air Tractor 402A
4550 TT, 600 HIS, M3, flow
control, VG's, bottom fuel,
fail safe installed.

Al CAT

1979 Ag Cat B PT6-20

330 Hopper, GPS, Recent

Point, Extended Wing,
Zero HSI, Mills Kit.

‘1 Cascade Pressure Cowl

-11975 Ag CatGOO
838 _SMO_H“'-'-'
o Tulsa, extended ‘metalized .~
- -wings, ‘new :paint, 80 fuel
- LiteStar, Crop Hawk; CP's,
- "smoker, flagger, Newannual
“ by Hérshey. . o
1975 Ag Cat 450 HP .
-Extended wings, sealed
“CoCKpit, servos, weathaero,

altyellow, hydromatic. AS IS
ONLY $65,000.00
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DISTRIBUTOR

Air Tracior - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler
Call For Quotie

CESSMNA
1980 Cessna Husky
5550 Total, 475 SMOH, New
blades on prop, Satloc 99.5,
smoker, new super boom,
NDH, New Annual.
1974 Cessna AgWagon
4600 TT, 1050 SMOH, wing

tanks, Satloc litestar, New
Annual

1971 Pawnee C 235
2800 TT, 250 Factory
remand, KT 78 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.

1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 914 SMOH, light
star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual. _

IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235

370 1T, new annual, COM,
booster tips, always
hangared

_Cons:gnment _Accepted

Let us seli your : ;
- AgAircraft
" World Wide Sales

INSURANCE
.. -Sharon Watkins -
~Ins. Mgr/Producer
- “Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer

* Jennifer Bullington, CSR

Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com
GENERAL AVIATION
We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor
Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and Ali Cessna Parts.

Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”

Now taking orders
Mooney Super 21

3796 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop, refurb,

. 2006 paint, IFR's. Arealgood

buy:

Decateralon 150PH
constantspeed, good radios,
1400 SMOH,$35,000.00

“" "2@5(’”4"(‘

hofhed

Several load trucks
foldover boom, water
also. .
From $6000.00 and up

World’'s Largest

CP Nozzle Dealer

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

e 12 et et e A e e e

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat

-'Load'Hawg' )
_Efficient, Safe,
 mechanical
- loading of solids,
- eliminate
“'wing man, STd

: _.A!I Types Spreaders
‘New & Used - 25", 38", 41"

Transland, Breckenridge.
Cool Start Kit for Tur-
bines
S0 S dOBOROQOIPOODERYR®
¢ FOR THE LIFE OF ME
(MY ENGINE)
CASCADE TURBO
INLETS
Saves fuel - Lower ITT o
. Distributor: °
+ Mid-Continent Aircraft .
® 573-359-0500 P
0009 BPOPBOOPOLOES
Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396
Also other models
for sportsmen
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" WANT TO SELL OUT? |
[ INVESTORS |
L _ARE INTERESTED

§ Thrush Spar Caps

I Now Available i
Let Mid-Continent

K install your next spar. !
Sign up now.

Free Pilot Placement

SATLOC Level il
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
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