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CAUGHT IN THE
. “ACT”

Lawrence Sperry

We all know his accomplish-
ments but this one was very spe-
cial. It happened back in 1916.
He was on a test flight with a
lady friend, Mrs. Waldo Polk
when they became the first
known members of the now fa-
mous MILE HIGH CLUB.

While engaging in the “act”,
one of them inadvertently shut
off the auto pilot and the sea-
plane dove into Long Island’s
Great South Bay, before Sperry
could grab the controls.

Both survived, relatively un-
scathed and yes, the tabloids had
a field day when two hunters
pulled the shaken, soaked, and

completely naked couple from
the debris.

SCARY

Member Leo Mersek was at
Marana, AZ in 44E. He was as-
signed to do acrobatics then re-
turn to the field. On final ap-
proach, when he pulled back the
throttle, it was jammed result-
ing in a tach reading of no less

than 1100 rpm. In trying to land
easing back on the stick the
plane started to climb. He tried
it the second time with the same
result and then climbed to 3000
ft, called the tower and ex-
plained his dilemma. His in-
structor advised him to get to
5000 ft, circle until he was

nearly out of gas, and bail out.
At 5000 ft, he still couldn’t get
the rpms down and didn’t really
want to jump. He recalled the
tower and asked about the idea
of coming in and cutting the
throttle where he passed over the
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Aircraft Insurance Division

Our experienced Aviation Insurance Team is always ready to help
you in the highly specialized field of aviation insurance. 50 years of

experience enables us to find ways to provide coverage tailored to
your individual needs.

Our commitment to outstanding customer service, has always been
a traditional trademark of Mid-Continent. We would appreciate the

opportunity to discuss your insurance needs. Please contact us at
800-325-0885 for a no obligation review.

We’d like to thank all of our current insurance customers for their

loyalty and tell you we really appreciate the many referrals you send
our way,

Back row left to right: Laura
Terrett, Producer 19 yrs; Kristin
Pullam, Producer 15 yrs; Heather
Riggs, Producer and Claims 10 Yrs.
Front row left to right: Josh
Rittenbery, Producer 10 yrs; Jenni-
fer Bullington, Customer Service
Representative S yrs; Sharon
Watkins, Manager and Producer 30
yIs.
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Mission Statement:

We are a leading professional organization committed to the advancement of general and agricultural aviation technology. Qur
team provides a vital resource to the aviation community and is dedicated to the highest satisfaction and well-being of those we




fence, making a dead stick land-
ing. His instructor approved of
his suggestion, to his relief. He
got over the fence, cut the igni-

tion and coasted half way on the
runway, then turned the ignition
on and race to the end of the run-
way and cut it off again. Scary!!

SO MUCH FOR FLYING DEPUTY LEAD

Member Stan Staples sent in an account of one of his 20 missions.
I had never heard of the “deputy lead” but that’s what Stan and his
crew were flying on Feb. 45 when they ran into a hornet’s nest over
Kempton, Germany. Just moments after bombs away the lead plane
was hit and pulled of formation and that is where the “deputy” steps
in, He said that just seconds after the move there was a close burst at
I o’clock, seemingly just yards off the port side. He said he can still
see THE BIG RED BALL in the middle. Three of them, in the plane,
were hit. One piece of flak came through the rudder pedal and his
boot and took his left big toe off, to the first joint. He said he picked
up the hot piece of flak that hit him and he still has it today, ce-
mented to a piece of walnut. The navigator had head injuries from
the shattered Plexiglas in the nose and the nose gunner lost part of
his left hand. When things calmed down a bit, they found the ship
was in pretty good shape and they led the “birds’ back home in for-
mation. He said they left the squadron at Foggia and flew north'to
leave the nose gunner at a big hospital. Upon trying to land, they
found that the hydraulics had been shot out and the engineer had to
hand crank the gear down. Stan was sent back to their base for his
foot problem, which by this time was driving him up the wall. His
co-pilot flew them back, gear down, landed safely, and he spent the
next 6 weeks in the hospital. After the war, while in the reserves, he
- was on a two week “active duty” tour and was a noncom approach-
ing from the opposite side of the sidewalk, a sgt.. As he passed and
saluted, Stan said he returned the salute and immediately turned
around—that face rang a bell. The sgt. had also turned around and
Stan recognized him as the co-pilot that saved the day for him. He
had taken a reduction in rank to remain on active duty. Small world!

HEARD THIS
ONE???

Four old guys were in Ma-
deira Beach, FL. Turning a cor-
ner, they saw a sign that said Old
Timer’s Bar — all drinks 10
cents. They looked in and the
bartender said to come in and
have a drink. Each man asked
for a martini and he said “That’1l
be 10 cents each, please.” They
paid the fee and than had an-
other, each. Eight martinis and
still less than a dollar. Finally
one of the guys asked how he
could afford to stay in business.
The answer was “I’'m a retired
tailor from Boston and always
wanted to own a bar. Last year ]
hit the lottery for 25 million and
decided to open this place.” One
of them said “Wow —that’s quite
a story.” The four of them con-
tinued to sip their drinks but
couldn’t help notice seven other
people at the bar, who didn’t
have drinks in front of them.
When questioned, the Bartender
said, “Oh, they’re old retired
fighter pilots waiting for happy
hour when drinks are half
price.”

- Our Mission
Mid-Continent E-Mail Directory To keep you flying. |
A/C Sales sales@midcont.com Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
A/C Parts parts@midcont.com

A/C Insurance  acinsurance@midcont.com

GPS Sales/Serv

cpatterson@midcont.com success.

that exceed our customers’ expectations.
As we move into each day, we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools you need to be a

GPS « Sales » Services » Insurance « Parts & Services
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Check our website

Jor more pictures
and specs.

www.midcont.net

with parts and mainte

plete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
nance service - backed by 62 years of experience and integrity.

THRUSH

Taking orders for 660
Thrush with -65.
Need 3 orders to buiid.
Rugged Construction
Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico
Special price savings.

Equipped as sprayers.in
Stock

2010 Thrush PT6-34
510 gallon, just arrived,
brand new, igading edge
lights, smoker.

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AR TRACTOR
1993 Air Tractor 401
Geared 40 SMOH engine,
sprayer, very clean
1991 Air Tractor 401
3950 TT, 394 SMOH,
Covington 3 Biade
hydromatic, stainless

sprayerwith CP's, 170 fuel,
no fertilizer
AG CAT

King Cat
600 gallon hopper, 114 yel,
super clean, overseasg
location. New Cover. Call
for information and special
price.
1975 Ag Cat 450 HP
Extended wings, sealed
cockpit, servos, weathaero,
all yellow, hydromatic. AS
IS $65,000.00
1962 Ag Cat 450
Sprayer, needs overhaul.
A rebuilder, now disas-
sembled. $21,000.00

- CESSNA
1974 Cessna AgWagon
4600 TT, 1050 SMOH, wing
tanks, Satloc litestar.

PIPER

1971 Pawnee C 235
2300 TT, 250 Factory
remand, KT 76 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.

1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 914 SMOH,
light star, smoker, flagger,

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
IT'S A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 - NEW 660’s TOO

ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual.

IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235

370 TT, new annual, COM,
booster tips, always
hangared

Let us sell your
Ag Aircraft
World Wide Sales
Consignment Accepted

INSURANCE
Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
ALL STAR
SUPPORT TEAM
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Maii:
acinsurance@midcont.com
GENERAL AVIATION
We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor
Cail us for New/Used
Aircraft
and All Cessna Parts.
2010 Cessna T206
Fully equipped with Float
Provision Kit. FTO.
Cessna 162 L.SA
“Skycatcher”
Now taking orders

GREAT SPECIAL
New 2008 Cessna 1725
Garmin 1000, FTO, NDH,
Available with financing.

An opportunity
we ¢an pass

on to the customer

TRUCKS
Several load trucks
foldover boom, water
also,

From $5000.00 and up
- PARTS

World’s Largest
CP Nozzle Dealer

New Swathmasters
Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate
wing man, STd

ool Start Kit for Tur-‘

bines

All Types Spreaders
New & Used-25",38" 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.

Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396

Also other models

for sportsmen
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Thrush Spar Caps
‘Now Available

Let Mid-Continent
install your next spar.
Sign up now for off
season projects

Free Pilot Placement

WANT TO SELL OUT?
| INVESTORS |
L __ _ARE INTERESTED

r L8 8 B N B § §F 1
| SATLOC Level lll
Service Center
I Del Norte Systems I
Full in house repair I
I New Or Used
L WAAS Updates



- MICGONTINENT>~~
Aircraft Corporation -
1601 Highway 84
P.O. Box 540
Hayti, Missouri 63851
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Phone: 573-359-0500
800-325-0885 -
Fax: 573-359-0538
E-mail: sales@midcont.com

SERVICE
KNOWLEDGE
INTEGRITY
EXPERIENCE
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