MID-CONTINENT AIRGRAFET CORPORATION

.-
IIIIIII

I."IIIIIIIIIIIII
i

BIGGEST SPRAYER

The gypsy Moth
(Porthetria dispar), de-
stroyer of shade trees of the
Northeastern States, has
bet its match. Since 1869
when the United States, at-
tempts to control this pest
have met with only partial
success.

In the area surrounding

Michigan, the work horse of
World War Il came to the
aid of harassed pest.con-
trol officials under the guid-
ance of Central Aircraft of
Yakima, largest aerial con-
tractor in the world.

Late in May this year it
became apparent that the
Gypsy Moth was present in
sufficient numbers to cause
serious damage to trees of
the Michigan capital and its
surrounding areas. There
was no time to attempt a

Lansing and East Lansing, .

B-17 Battles Bugs
By Stuart W, Turner

control program from the
ground. A call was made to
Central's operations man-
ager, Robert N. Ward, who
flew to Michigan immedi-
ately and surveyed the situ-
ation. Ward quickly recog-
nized the need for rapid
aerial spraying coverage in
hours per day than would
be possible with small air-
craft and called in the 817,
which possesses a much
greater safety factor for op-
erations over the densely
populated area.

WORKHORSE
The B17, a converted
boomer familiar to many as
the flying fortress of World
War Il was equipped with
3000 gallons of insecticide
storage space, which was

transferred to the boom -

slung under the wing by a
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mostingenious system. Hy-
draulic pumps connected
on each inboard engine
were linked to second sets
of hydraulic pumps in the
hull which were reversed
and connected to 200 gal-
lon per minute centrifugal
pumps which transferred
the DDT in oil insecticide to
the spray boom under con-
stant pressure. In other
large aircraft used for
spraying purposes, the
spray pump has usually
been driven by a separate
air cooled gasoline engine
located within the aircraft.
This presents possible fire
and other hazards elimi-
nated by the dual hydraulic
set-up usedinthe B17. The
maximum load carried at
any one time was 2800 gal-
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We are a leading professional orgamzatlon commitied to the advancement of general and agricultural aviation technol-

ogy. Our team provides a vital resource to the aviation community and is dedicated to the highest satisfaction and well-
being of those we serve.




lons of the insecticide which
was applied at a rate of 1
pound of DDT in 1 gallon
of oil per acre.

SPEED
The first flights were
made on Sunday, May 30,
when a total of 20,000
acres was sprayed by the
B17. Spraying continued as
weather permitted through
to June 3, when
the project was com-
pleted. A total of 59,000
acres having been treated

by the B17 and two.

Stearmans used for smaller
areas which did not warrant
the bomber. 59,000 acres
in five days...undoubtedly
a record tor this type of op-
eration.

The B17 spray booms
were in three sections and
the aircraft put out an effec-
tive spray swath of 500 feet,

flying 200 feet above the
~ ground. Many passes were
made between large builg-
- ings where necessary and
where possible. The entire

operation was under the

control of Mr. Ward, and
Central supplied both the

aircraft and the insecticide.

RESULTS

Initial checks show that
the program was very suc-
cessful in control of the
Gypsy Moth. State person-
neltare presently putting out
fraps to confirm the visual
observation of a most wel-
come to the inhabitants,
was the control of mosqui-
toes and house flies, nor-
mally serious ‘pests in the
area. State officials who ne-
gotiated the contract with
Central expressed them-
selves as very pleased with
the whole project,

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
IT’S A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE

FUTURE
This striking demon-"
stration of the use of a B17,
the largest aircraft used to
date in commercial spray-
ing operations will start
many thinking of other large
scale aerial operations that
can be carried out by large
aircraft. The theory ad-
vanced by many that only
small aircraft flying close to
the ground can be used for
spraying work will have to
be re-evaluated in view of
the excellent control resuits
by Central with the B17,
and after all...it’s the result -
that counts. '
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Our Mission

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
that exceed our customers’ expectations.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools youneedto be a




