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When it comes this time of year
and the wintry winds blow and all
the little bugs (bless their cotton
pickin’ little hearts) are curled up in

anew crop it leaves a poor old crop
duster with time hanging mighty
heavy on his hands. So | found it
with myself. '

About all | know is the difference
between an aileron and a rudder
and sometimes get mixed up on
that as can be attested to by some
of the operators for whom I've
flown. Knowing my limitations I've
learned not to stick my neck out try-
ing to hold down a job that doesn't
have flying connected with it. I've
had some pretty sad experiences
in the past trying to do so. Being so
danged old nobody will give me a
job exceptin the crop dusting busi-
ness and that’s a strange paradox
it ever | saw one!

With all this in mind | decided to
toss a few things in Clarabelle and
go up Bishop way to visit Cuz Sim
who is currently herding sheep for
a living. In fact, he's been doing
same ever since the end of World
War I

He's the guy who won the war
single handed. He's the only guy
who could fly an airplane back-
wards and got the Germans so
completely confused they just flat

their blankets waiting the coming of .

'By: Buck Rogers

gave up and quit. Every time they
thought he was coming he was
wenting and when they thought he
was wenting he was coming. |
guess it was mighty confusing and
I don't blame them for quitting.

Cuz was just a flash in the pan,
thought, and when the war was
over he had to go back to sheep
herding to earn a living. He’s still at
it up Bishop way.

Clarabelle and 1 staggered into
Cuz Sim’s camp late in the evening
tired, hungry and thirsty. A pall of
dust as thick as Los Angeles smog
hung over the camp and from it
came a bedlam of “B-a-a-s” as Sim
staggered drunkenly through the
herd catching this sheep and that
only to turn it lcose and go on to
the next one. The campfire was out,
the beans cold and no coffee made,
a mighty strange thing for a
sheepherder’s camp.

| let out a yell and Clarabelle
honked her horn and after several
repetitions we finally attracted Sim’s
attention. He slowly came over to
us and | hardly recognized him.
Several days growth of bread -
whichisn’t so strange for one in his
occupation- clothes ragged and
torn and his eyes blood shot from
loss of sleep.

“For the luvva mud, Sim!
Whassa matter with ya?”

DUST TRAILS
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“Ah lost muh sheep! Ah lost muh
sheep!” Sim’s got a hair-lip and it's
only through long association with
him that I'm able to understand
what he says. He continued to mut-
ter these words over and over and
it was nearly an hour before | could
calm him down to where he could
talk coherently, as coherently as
Cuz Sim can tak at any time.

Like all sheepherders, | learned,
Sim has a pet sheep he thinks the
world and all. of. All his affections
are lavished on this one sheep. Liv-
ing apart from human companion-
ship and in the wilderness sur-
rounded by only sheep and one lop-
eared jackass | can see how this
situation could arise. One look at
the jackass would be enough to
eliminate him from anyone’s affec-
tions.

it came out that Sim had a blue
ribbon tied around his favorite
sheep’s neck. All was happiness
and contentment and then, like a
bolt of lightening, disaster struck
from out of the blue. Sim found the
blue ribbon hanging on a sage-
brush-and no sheep attached!

Simwent berserk. One thousand
and eleven sheep in the herd and
they all

looked alike! Cuz Sim had been
sorting sheep for a solid week and
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| wdsat the pomt of exhaustion. -

sheep have aname?” -

~“Yeah, ‘sho did.” The tears :
_ :’coursed down Sim’s cheeks and his
|- hair lip quivered as he spoke S

“Name’s Mary.”

“Did she answer 10 her Name’?“ o
“Yeah. Every time'| called her"

she just came a runnin’.”
. Well, ya big dumb cluck!” |

yelled Why don’t ya do some cail-
[ngiﬂ

Sim looked at me in bewilder--

ment for a few moments until the
import of the statement sank in,

Then he leaped to his feet with a .

wild yell and started calling for Mary.

Well, it was quite a touching
scene when Mary trotted out of the
gob of woolies and came coyly up
to Cuz Sim. A big lump came into
my throat and the tears coursed
down my cheeks unashamed. Even
Clarabelle busted Ioose leaking

~~from her radiator-and backfired g

couple of times.

A big mellow moon hung in the
sky like a golden disc and the stars
winked in friendliness as we sat
down to a typical sheepherder’s
supper of sow-belly, beans, sheep-
herder bread and black coffee.
Mary had gone back to the flock
weatring her blue ribbon again.
Clarabellé was snoozing content-
edly with her radiator tucked under
a sagebrush.

| breathed a big sigh of content-
ment as | finished my coffee, lit my

1 gone through four hundred and”
-{elghty six of them: Right ‘now. he -

~“Look ; Cuz," I'said. “Didn't your".

pipe’ and settled back _wrth my head"_ o
onSims’s: bedroll: Inthe distance a -
"coyote’ gave.a couple of tentative -
. 'yaps and was’ immediately -an-_ -
‘swered by one of the sheep dogs
- which closed that afgument. Peace . -
and -quiet setﬂed around our little

camp. -
“Sim;™ 1 sard “It Iooks like you've

engine to listen to alt day, no traffic
to fight, no one to bother you. By

-gosh, my mind's made up! I'm

gonna quit crop dusting and be a
sheepherder.”

*¥up. Yuh shore am right. Nothin'
ever hap—"

A wild beast from the herd cut
Sim short. Out of the flock came a
wild eyed wooly headed straight for
us and she didn’t detour. Evidently
she had plunked her fanny down
on a cocklebur and had decided to
leave for parts unknown. She
wasn't alone. One thousand and

got somethirig here. Peace and
contentment. It's so different from -
thelife of a crop duster. No yowling

ten other sheep, mcludmg Mary |
~with the blue ribbon, went with her-- |

and they" drdnt detour ‘either.

_ZCIarabeIle tned to ‘get in-gear but '
“didn't make it and what' sheep didn't

go through her went under and

- over. When the dust cleared away
- -Sim and | looked like we'd been run

through a meat grinder and to add

~insult to injury one of the sheep

dogs mistook me for a sheep in the

‘confusion and nipped the whole

seat out of my britches.
Clarabelle and | finally made it
home to civilization sadder but not

- mugch wiser and both of us in a com-
plete state of dishabille. At the mere

mention of sheep we both shudder,

The last we saw of Cuz Sim he
was running wildly through the
sagebrush waving a blue ribbon
and yelling, Mary! Mary! Please
come back!”

I dunno. I¥’s said you have to be
nuts to be a crop duster but if there's
anything nuttier than a sheepherder
I would like to know what it is.

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
IT'S A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK
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Our Mission

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
that exceed our customers’ expectations.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools you need to be a
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.Takmg orders for 710
.| “Thrush with -65 of -67
| ‘Rugged Construction

_Proven Productive .-

. ‘Thrush Dealer

“U.S., Canada, Mexico =

'Specaaf price savings.

‘Equipped as sprayers.In
- Stock

2011 Thrush 510-34

All options, NEW,

PT6-34 firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS
1989 Thrush PT6-34 _
Dual cockpit, Satloc, flow
control, bottorn fuel, 228 fuel,
wingtets, Crop Hawk,
smoker, lifetime spar,. very
clean, engine 1500 since
IRAN.

1976 Thrush 510 Gallon
(Walters 601 752 hr.)
Johnson conversion, super
clean, Northern a/c, M3, long
wing, big fuel bottom fuel,
powder coated frame, rt
hand boom shut off.

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

7330 Hopper GPS, Recent
..Point, Extended ng, Zero

HSI, Milis Kit.-

1975 Ag Cat 600
5100 Total,.
Tulsa, extended, metalized

838 SMOH

wings, new paint, 80 fuel,
LiteStar, Crop Hawk, CP’s,

- smoker, flagger, New annual

by Hershey.

1975 Ag Cat 450 HP
Extended wings, sealed
cockpit, servos, weathaero,
allyellow, hydromatic. AS IS

ONLY $65,000.00
— DISTRIBUTOR 1

Cascade Pressure Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler
Call For Quote

2002 Alr Tractor 602
PT6-60 5935 TT, Satloc,
Load Hawg, flow control.
1980 Air Tractor 301
12000 TT, 1100 SMOH,
1500 Since spar cap, Ag
NAV, electric brake
AGOAT

1979 Ag Cat B PT6-20
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1980 Cessna Husky

5550 Total, 475 SMOH, New
blades on prop, Satloc 99.5,
smoker, new super boom,
NDH, New Annual.

1978 Cessna

Completely refurbished, all
disassembled, rebuilt. Not a
wreck, new paint, Zero
SMOH engine & prop,
sprayer.

1974 Cessna AgWagon
4600 TT, 1050 SMOH, wing
tanks, Satloc litestar, New
Annual

1971 Pawnee C 235

2800 TT, 250 Factory
remand, KT 76 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.

1965 Pawnee B 235

3082 Total, 914 SMOMH, light
star, smoker, flagger,

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

—

ceconlte AD, CW New
annual

- _IN CANADA 1981 Pawnee

‘D235
370 7T, new annuai, COoMm,
booster tips, always

~hangared

Let us sell your
Ag Alircraft
World Wide Sales
Consignment Accepted

INSURANCE
Sharon Watking
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Riitenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acmsurance@mldcont com
v ;’; i ‘f" 5

We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor

Cail us for New/Used
Aircraft
and Alt Cessna Parts.

Cessna 162 LSA

“Skycatcher”

Now taking orders

2004 Cessna T182

Full instruments, 64 since

new, Immaculate, Storm-

scope, no damage

Mooney Super 21

3796 TT, 93 hours since

major, 3 blade prop, refurb,

2006 paint, IFR's. Arealgood

buy.

Fi % '\Q
Several load trucks
foidoverboom, water also.
From $6000.00 and up
1996 Internation 4700 Load
Truck

12" Auger, load cell, 1000
- fuel, 35,000 miles. Beautiful.

PARTS
World's Largest
CP Nozzie
. Dealer
New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat
All Types Spreaders New
& Used - 25", 38", 41"
Transtand, Breckenridge.
Cool Start Kit
for Turbines

Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate
. wing man, STd

Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396

Also other models

for sportsmen
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FOR THE LIFE OF ME e
(MY ENGINE)
CASCADE TURBO
INLETS
» Saves fuel - Lower ITT ,

e Distributor:
¢ Mid-Continent Aircraft ® .
573-359-0500 ©
L J
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Thrush Spar Caps
Now Available I
Let Mid-Continent
install your next spar.
Sign up now. 2

| Free Pilot Placement |

SATLOC Level
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM
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