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from: THE SWATH WORLD-

L can'tfigure how these things get
Started and why 'm always the guy
in the middle holding the bag. There
are enough calculated risks in this
business without more being added
such as being dive bombed by a
stap happy, neurotic bald headed
eagle and his whole family. Besides
that, he goes and enlists a bunch
of wood peckers on this side.

Here | am going along minding
my own business, dropping a few
pounds of dust here and there and
completely at peace with the world
- well, as much at peace as a crop
duster can be - when, one morning
while making a turn at the endof g
field, | look down and spot this eagle
sitting in an old dead tree, haughty
as can be and looking like he owns
the whole cockeyed world. | drop
down to take a closer ook because
that's sort of a rare bird in this neck
of the woods. Sure enough, he’s
one of those baldheaded eagles
which | remember right away is our
national bird.

Well, 'm a fairly patriotic sort of
a guy and seeing what he is, | fig-
ure he deserves a salute of some
kind; so | cruise by real close and
dip a wing of the Stearman at him.
As | do I notice he has a nestwith a
wife sitting in it. The old boy just
gives me a cold stare but it ain't so
with his wife. A real gleam comes
into her eye and she sort of ducks

DUST TRAILS
By: Buck Rogers

her head, real coy like, and shyly
flips a wing. Guess she figures what
a real he-bird this thing is that's fly-
ing by. | come to the conclusion the
old boy she’s teamed up with maybe
ain't what he use to be, or some-
thing, but mighty quick get my ming
changed about that.

Old Baidy sees this little by-play
and, quick as a flash, spins around
and knocks his helpmate fiat on her
keester. She climbs back to her
work real fast and starts hatching
little eaglets like mad. The oid boy
sure knows how to handle his
women and | make a mental note
of his procedure for future refer-
ence,

Baldy shows his contempt for me
by turning his back and reaching
around to pluck the lice outta the
roots of his tall feathers and | geta
fuli view. I've sure seen better,

Hetthe insult go, figuring he's just
old and crabby, something with
which can easily sympathize. Any-
way, I've got work to do and cam't
be messing around with an anti-so-
cial eagle, so | finish putting out that
load and head back to the strip for
another.

While 'm foading up | get to think-
ing. If Baldy's got bugs in his rugs
and I give him a little dust job and
clean up his place for him he might
appreciate it and we can get to be
friends. Sometimes the farmers
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have us drop some an their houses
and it should work for the eagle.

Next trip | got rid of most of my
toad and then sfid over to Bald's
place to do my good deed. He's still
sitling there with his beak stuck up
as important as ever. He locks like
Mussolini on a pyramid. His wife's
tending strictly 1o her knitting and
this time doesn’t even give the
Stearman a glance. Baldy's sure got
a Indian sign on her and | make an-
other mental note.

b dropped in and let out a nice
generous blurp of 10% DDT and
50% sulfur, pulled up and looked
back to survey the results. | sure got
some!

Didja ever hear an eagle
scream? | don't mean on payday,
but way up in the Wild Biye Yonder.
Old Baldy shot straight up for about
two thousand feet, letout 3 screech
you could hear for twenty miles, did
a Split-S'and busted the sound bar-
rier as he came in on me from six
o'clock high. He must have had
plenty experience handling venison
because when he zooms up he has
all the six pounds of Buck meat in
his talons which he's tearing to
shreds with his beak and tossing
back over his shouider like a flower
girl at a wedding. To add insult to
injury, that danged Mrs. Eagle
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- witlvher old man. What a team! If

 fpordusthad them over i Europe  shot me down. Lears like he

L Tmin pretty bad shape and don't
Tinger. | let out what iittle dust Lhad <
- left. which 'sorta smoke- séreened

‘me enough to'get a head start and

tear for the home field. | landed ike
- & ruptured duck ‘with a bellyachg,
-Stepped out onto a bunch of cock-

leburs in my bare teet, passed out
and fell flat on my kisser. Just be-
fore Hainted | heard Bob White, my
- boss, say, “Well, few through an-
other power line, huh?” | wasn't
evern interested.

When i finally came to, Bob and
his wife, Paula, are surveying me.
and the Stearman and are prefty
well convinced it wasn't a power line
this time. He asks me what hap-
pened and | gave him the story

..2bout the eagle and his old lady.

I can't figure why people don't
believe me. F've never been known
to stretch things or embellish the
facts as you all know. Anyway, Bob

just doesn’t buy my story. In fact,
he blows up thinking I'm trying to
cover up something.

“Okay, okay!" he storms, “I'll go
finish the job my self. That farmer
wants his job done this morning. He
can't wait a week.

I try to plead with him not to go
sticking his neck out but he won't
listen. I figure he's being pretty hard-

_doesn't take 3

aboutthe woodpeckers _
‘Mmaneuver: tha an in- - old stack of bones and feathers that
my bare feet-and'me in adogfight . ;cal!’s’fhim:séif_;in'-_é’agl'e"'mUSta_goné e
“outand signed ‘em uprightafterhe .

ckers long (o pr

Planned analloutwar.
--Bob cranks up the Stearman - its
. In fair shape except for the hole in
- the bottom and takes off. In about =
" thirty minutes we hear Him coming-
_back ahd he's really mobiling, wide
- open and barely staying in the air.
‘He-makes three passes at the strip

but can't make it and as he goes by

~ wecan see why. The Stearman has
~more holes in it than a sieve and

you could run the whole Colorado

- River through it and never dam up
-adrop,

After the third pass we see Bob
head for Sequoia field and we know
he’s going to try and set her down
there. Paula and | jump into
Clarabelle - well, Paulg jumps, ljust

2 coupl

squadron of wood-
ove. | didrtknow
then butthis -

and we head there too, I gra

- grasps the “situation and we get” |
“there while Bob’s going ‘around on -
- his sixth try. He finally makes it on -
-the severith but only on account of -

he can't see so good any more and -

- winds up going in the door of Curly -
- Adam’s hangar. . The other dogr’s .-

shut.
Miraculously; there's enough left

.of Bob to crawl out of the wreckage.

He's yelling his tead off and fit to

“be tied.

“Why didn't ya tell me about the
woodpeckers?” he screams “Mil-
lions of em Wassamatter with ya?
Why didn’t ya tell me?” He’s stand-
ing there in nothing but his shorts;
that's all those birds left him with. |
took a look at his head and could
see what he was complaining
about. '

“Well, like | been telling him ever
since. You can't fool a woodpecker.

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH OWNERS ARE?
1T’S A WHOLE NEW WORLD

2011 NOW AVAILABLE _

IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK

Mid-Continent E-Mail Directory

A/C Sales
A/C Parts
A/C Insurance

GPS Sales/Serv

sales@midcont.com
parts@midcont.com
acinsurance@midcont.com

Cpatterson@midcont.com

success.

¢ of gunnysacks inwhich to- |
ck up the pieces as | figure that's -
. all-there’s gonna be.:Clarabelle | .

Our Mission

To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
that exceed our customers’ expectations.

As we move into each day, we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools you need to be a

GPS - Sales « Services » Insurance  Parts & Services




“Thrush with <65 or -67
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mplete mventory ofnew and used atrcraft ground support systems
nance service - backed by 62 years of expenence and. integrity.
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' _' Takmg ‘orders for 710

i :_;Rugged Construction -

' Proven Productive

~Thrush Dealer

US Canada, Mexico

Spemai price savings.

Equipped as ‘sprayers.in
. Stock

2011 Thrush 510-34

All options, NEW.
PT6-34firewall cowlings
from Cascade Conver-
sions. BIG SAVINGS .
1976 Thrush 510 Gallon
(Walters 601 752 hr))
Johnson conversion, super
clean, Northern a/c, M3, long
wing, big fuel botiom fuel,
powder coated frame, rt
hand boom shut off.

NDT :
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AlR TRACTOR

2001 An‘ Tractor 402A
4550 TT, 600 HIS, M3, flow
control, VG's, bottom fuel,
fail safe installed,

/E{;-S’ ‘{;f; ?
1979 Ag Cat B PT6-20
330Hopper, GPS, Recent
Point, Extended Wing,
Zero HS!, Mills Kit.
1975 Ag Cat 600
5100 Total, 838 SMOH

Tulsa, extended, metalized
wings, new paint, 80 fuel,
LiteStar, Crop Hawk, CP's,

] Cascade Pressure Cowl

. smoker ﬂagger Newannua!

by Hershey. .

- 1975 Ag Cat 450 HP
Extended: wmgs seaied
' cockpit, servos: wedthagro,
allyellow, hydromatic. AS 1S -

‘ONLY $65,000.00 S
f Jenmfer Bullington, CSR

DISTRIBUTOR

Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler

Call For Quote

CESSNA
1980 Cessna Husky
5550 Total, 475 SMOH, New
blades on prop, Satloc 99.5,
smoker, new super boom,
NOH, New Annual.
1974 Cessna AgWagon
4600 TT, 1050 SMOH, wing
tanks, Satloc litestar, New
Annual

PIPER

1971 Pawnee C 235
2800 TT, 250 Factory
remand, KT 76 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.
1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 914 SMOH, light
star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual.
IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235
370 TT, new annual, COM,
booster tips, always
hangared

Let us sell your
Ag Aircraft
World Wide Sales
Consignment Accepted

Superior experiensed, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement
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ﬁ’#ﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ
Sharon Watkins -
“Ins. MgriProducer :
- Laura Terrett, Producer
Knstm Pullam, Producer
- <Josh Rittenberry,
' Producer

- Heather Riggs,
' Clalms/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Maii:
acinsurance@midcont.com
GENERAL AVIA TION
We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor
Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and Ali Cessna Parts.
Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”
Now taking orders
2004 Cessna T182
Full instruments, 64 since
new, immaculate, Storm-
scope, no damage
Mooney Super 21
3706 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop, refurb,
2006 paint, IFR’s. Arealgood
buy.
Several load trucks
foidover boom, water
also.
From $6000.00 and up

{7‘/,- gy e ,

World’s Largest
CP Nozzle
Dealer

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush, Ag Cat
All Types Spreaders
New & Used-25" 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.

- Cool Start Kit .
. for Turbines

Load Hawg
. Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate
wing man, STd

Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396

Aiso other models

for sportsmen

I E I E RIS

OR THE LIFE OF ME «
(MY ENGINE)
CASCADE TURBO
INLETS
Saves fuel - Lower ITT
. Distributor: °
< Mid-Continent Aircraft .
. 573-359-0500 °
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1'_ WANT 1
TO SELL QUT?

’ INVESTORS

i_ ARE INTERESTED

1 Thrush Spar Caps

] Now Available P
Let Mid-Continent

I install your next spar. 1
Sign up now.
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Free Pilot Placement

SATLOC Level i
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
BANTAM

c eck our webszte
for more pzctures S
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